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President’s Letter
Spring has definitely sprung. My lawnmower came out of hibernation by roaring back to life on the first
pull! Tulips and (unfortunately) dandelions are adding bright colors to what was for far too long a dull
and uninteresting vista. I love shaking off winter doldrums by getting reacquainted with my yard and
gardens. Whether I feel this way when the first bloom novelty wears off, though, remains to be seen.
A nice thing about retirement is no longer attempting to squeeze all outdoor maintenance into
weekend hours. The flexibility to dig, mulch, weed and plant during the week allows for a little more
planning and a lot less concentrated weekend effort during the never ending battle to keep my house
from becoming a neighborhood detriment that impacts everyone’s curb appeal.
Speaking of neighborhood detriments, City Council gave the Confederation a “to do” last month asking
us to look into the increasing prevalence of garbage and recycling bins as permanent fixtures in
driveways, and front and side yards. Our unscientific website poll generated a lot of feedback (more
details elsewhere in this month’s newsletter). We also created a fuss on social media when our poll
announcement generated nearly 8,000 views accompanied by commentary both pro and con, but
mostly on topic. Are bins an eyesore? Was this problem created when the city wheeled out the big
carts? There isn’t a lot of agreement on either solutions or whether there is a problem that needs to be
addressed – but it is always nice to hear people’s opinions about what is best for their community. We
also appreciate being asked by Council to serve as a voice for our neighbors.
Our May 21st meeting (8 AM in Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center) is our Annual
Meeting and Elections. In addition to taking care of Confederation business, Naperville Township
Assessor Warren Dixon will discuss his experiences on the Illinois Government consolidation task
force, providing insights on things that can be done to streamline government and potentially lower
taxpayer supported costs. As always, more details will be at www.napervillehomeowners.com.
In the meantime, help keep yards and neighborhoods attractive! I hope to see you on the 21st!
Bob Fischer
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
naperahc@gmail.com
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May is the NAHC Annual Meeting & Election
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC Monthly meeting will be Saturday morning, May 21st at
8:00 AM (for coffee and networking) in Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center, 400
S. Eagle Street. This month’s meeting will take care of Confederation business as we elect two
directors, our Secretary, and our Treasurer. Board members will also recap the year with a series of
reports. and presentations.
Naperville Township Assessor Warren Dixon will also provide an
update on the Illinois government consolidation task force he
served on earlier this year including findings, initiatives, enabling
legislation, and more.
Coffee and networking for this month’s meeting will be sponsored
by The DuPage Drones, a cutting-edge, family entertainment
platform that will provide unforgettable and enjoyable
experiences for the everyone. The Drones play in the Prospect League which is a collegiate summer
league, essentially where some of the best college baseball players come to play in the summer. The
Drones will be playing at the Village of Lisle- Benedictine University Sports Complex this coming
summer.

NAHC “Dues Sale” is Part of 2016 Membership Drive
Recognizing that a necessary part of any home, business, or association is managing finances, the
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation Board of Directors took some steps to
make our collection of annual dues, as well as the approval and payment of our dues
invoices by our members, a little easier for both sides of the transaction.
To reduce the administrative overhead associated with dues collection, and to
provide financial certainty (and a bonus) to our loyal members, the Board has agreed
to establish a dues pre-payment option as part of this year’s membership drive.
Members can opt to buy in for 2016 at this year’s rates ($30 for association, $10 for
individual members), or they can lock in their membership for three years, with the
payment for the third year discounted by 50% ($75 for associations, $25 for individuals).
By taking advantage of the three year plan, members are able to lock in their membership at current
rates, reduce the administrative costs of writing and mailing checks, and get a bargain rate to boot.
In answer to some questions we were asked about the “Dues Sale:
Is the NAHC running low on money? No, we are financially healthy. As a volunteer organization
we do look for ways to make our lives easier, and reducing the administrative burden of annual
dues collection is one of them. We also note that a $30 invoice costs our members as much to
process as a $75 one, so this is an opportunity to make their administration easier as well.
Am I going to be asked to pay again next year, even though I paid for 3 years in 2016? No, we
do keep a computerized record of dues payments and it is associated with the list we use for
invoice preparation.
What’s the confederation going to do with the extra money collected this year? We are going to
put it in the bank and use it for future years expenses. We run a “break even” budget focused on
our administrative costs (insurance, website, legal and regulatory costs, forums, printing) and
appreciate your support as we pursue our mission to make Naperville a great place to call home.
Whether to take advantage of our “dues sale,” or just to pay 2016 dues, send an email to
naperahc@gmail.com and we will send you an invoice. Thanks for being part of the Confederation!
We appreciate your membership and participation.
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Curb Appeal – Who Know’s What’s Best?
In early March, in response to a letter to City Council members from a resident concerned about the
appearance of neighborhoods when driving by homes in some of the “middle aged” neighborhoods in
town, particularly out-of-date and overgrown landscaping. Mayor Chirico asked the Confederation for
their views on the issues cited by the resident. Following discussions at our March General meeting
and by our Board at its April meeting, Confederation President Bob Fischer sent the following letter to
the Mayor:
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Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
P.O. Box 5245
Naperville, IL, 60567-5245
www.napervillehomeowners.org
Date: April 3, 2016
Mayor Chirico,
Thank you for allowing the Confederation to weigh in on this important issue in our community. As part
of our review we have discussed both the resident’s letter to you and the overall issues associated
with maintaining the appearance of our homes, and, by extension our neighborhoods, across several
venues including:
 At meetings of our Board of Directors;
 At our March 19th General Membership meeting;
 And a meeting between the initiating resident, myself and NAHC Board member (and
certified arborist) Skeet.
While we concur with some of the concerns expressed by the resident about properties within our
community that could benefit from exterior landscaping updating and maintenance, we differ on the
best way to get the message out to accomplish this task. While we agree that homeowners could
benefit from both suggestions, and, in some cases, concentrated work efforts to improve their property
appearance, we do not see the resident’s suggestion of the creation of municipal guidelines similar to
the earlier “Community First” initiative or the establishment of a new ad hoc task force as the most
effective uses of local government resources to accomplish this task. Our rationale for this position
rests on several factors including:
 Community First included a “trigger event” (a property owner seeking a building permit)
which made receptiveness to the concepts more amenable. In our meeting with the resident
she admitted, when we talked about local outreach, that the people most in need of the
suggestions may be the least open to seeking or implementing them.
 Landscaping is very much a matter of personal taste. One person’s perception of an
overgrown “jungle” may be another’s natural sanctuary for wildlife and native plantings.
 Different architectural styles, as well as differences in personal taste and the willingness and
ability to incorporate already existing property features, makes every opportunity somewhat
unique. We do not see the creation of a guidebook as the best way to deal with this
uniqueness. We also support, where neighbors concur, a desire for appearance diversity
within our neighborhoods.
 The physical abilities and capabilities of property owners to accomplish do-it-yourself work
tasks vary greatly across the population.
 The economic circumstances of our neighbors also vary greatly. This directly impacts the
ability of many, including fixed income seniors who have aged in their homes and whose
landscaping has aged with them, to pay third parties for some of the efforts that may need to
be undertaken to bring their properties up to what some may believe are “community
standards.”
We do believe, however, that other initiatives, including community education, can and should be
implemented to assist in addressing the issues surrounding property maintenance, appearance, and
curb appeal. These include:
 A forthcoming education initiative by the Community Associations Institute (CAI) targeted to
its members (condo and other mandatory homeowner associations) on property appearance.
NAHC Associate Director Jack Thew, who is the Secretary of the Illinois Chapter of CAI,
advised us that CAI is developing an information series that will specifically deal with
problems around maintaining aging landscaping and tree canopies. Local property owner
associations are in a much better position to tailor “community standards” to their
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neighborhoods than a municipality. We will continue to monitor CAI’s efforts and encourage
community association involvement in addressing curb appeal.
The NAHC is considering the creation of a “green team” of local professionals, master
gardeners, and others who would be available to present at local association and community
group meetings on the importance of landscaping to property values and initiatives that can
be undertaken. We are also planning to use one of our program year 2016-2017 meetings to
specifically address homeowner landscape and exterior maintenance. While we recognize
that people most in need of the information may not receive it, we feel that any and all
economical efforts to spread the word through neighborhoods, by neighbors, are positives.
City Code Enforcement could, particularly in the summer months when interns are available,
transition from being primarily complaint driven to a more proactive approach particularly
focusing on encroachments of trees and landscaping in the public right-of-way (streets and
sidewalks). This will serve to address some of the issues of landscaping growing “out of
control” while creating a safer environment for motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists.
Publicizing the existing efforts of volunteer groups who can and do assist homeowners with
landscape needs is important. One example is the twice a year Rotary Club of Naperville
Sunrise “Clean Sweep” providing hands on cleaning, painting, repairs and general
maintenance of a needy individual, family or community shelter in the Naperville area. By
helping to publicize programs like this one, more worthy recipients can be identified and
helped. Possibly the City website could be expanded to include links to these community
focused organizational efforts. These “help” efforts could also be coordinated with the
Townships as well as Naperville’s Senior Task Force.
Re-instituting the second free annual brush collection. While the Spring collection is
appreciated, many property owners do not fully recognize the extent of work that needs to be
done until landscaping is in full “bloom” for the season, making a late summer collection
cycle both helpful and beneficial.

As a homeowner who, even after recent investments of significant dollars in the upgrading of my 30
year old home’s landscaping, still feels some days like I am fighting a losing battle, I recognize the
daunting task associated with improving curb appeal, but do not feel that another handbook or
committee is the answer.
The Confederation remains willing and motivated to assist in efforts to improve neighborhood
appearance and hopes that we can continue to work with the City to address this matter in a cost
effective and resident friendly manner.
Bob
Bob Fischer
President – Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
naperahc@gmail.com

Coming May 21st: NAHC Elections
In accordance with our bylaws, the Confederation will hold elections during our Annual Meeting on
Saturday, May 21, 2016 at 8:30 AM in Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S.
Eagle Street, Naperville, Illinois. Offices open are Secretary of the Confederation
(currently Allen Panek who has declined renomination); Treasurer (currently Kathy
Benson); and two at large Director Positions (currently held by M. Skeet and Rick
Strawbridge). All incumbents are eligible for re-election to their current positions
A nominating committee formed at the March 19th General Meeting prepared a
slate of recommended candidates who were announced at the April 16th meeting.
Nominating Committee members included NAHC President Bob Fischer, Vice President Mike Reilly,
Immediate Past President Dr. Bob Buckman, and Secretary Allen Panek. Nominations will also be
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accepted from the floor at the Annual meeting. At the April meeting, the Nominating Committee
suggested incumbents Kathy Benson, M. Skeet, and Rick Strawbridge continue in their present
positions. They also suggested current Confederation Associate Director Marcia Straub for the
position of Secretary.
In addition to those suggested by the Nominating
Committee, any person who, at the time of the election, is a
member of a homeowners association which is a
Confederation member in good standing or an associate
member in good standing may seek and hold office on the
Confederation Board of Directors; except that there shall be
no more than one Confederation Officer or a total of two
Confederation Board of Directors members from any one
Confederation member association or no more than two
associate members as voting members of the Board. Duties
of the positions to be elected are as follows:
Secretary - shall keep the current minutes of all
Confederation Board of Directors meetings; shall present a
written report of the Confederation’s previous year’s activities
at the Annual Meeting; and shall be responsible for all
correspondence related to the business of the
Confederation. The Confederation Board of Directors shall
approve all material correspondence relating to the business
of the Confederation and the Confederation Board of
Directors. The Secretary shall also keep current a list of Member associations and persons to contact,
and shall maintain duplicate copies of the corporate records. The Secretary shall be responsible for all
communications with Member associations or others as the President or the Board of Directors direct.
Treasurer – shall collect and receive all monies and assessments and deposit them to the credit of
the Confederation in a bank approved by the Confederation Board of Directors; shall render a
statement of accounts to the Confederation Board of Directors and to the Confederation membership
At regular meetings; shall issue receipts for assessments upon request; shall challenge the right to
vote of any Confederation member not in good standing at the time of any vote by reason of being in
arrears in payments of assessments; shall present a financial report in writing at the Annual Meeting;
and shall keep a list of all Confederation members currently in good standing. The Treasurer shall be
responsible for preparing the annual budget, to be approved by the Confederation members at the
November meeting of each year. The Treasurer shall disburse funds that are included in the budget
line items upon presentation of adequate documentation for such items.
At-Large Board Members – shall be chairpersons of Ad Hoc Committees of the Confederation as
formed at the discretion of the BOD. They shall be eligible to assume the terms and duties of
Confederation officers, if such officers resign, refuse, become ineligible, or are otherwise unavailable
to fulfill their terms. At-Large Board Members shall be empowered to vote in all decisions of the BOD.
If any elected Director is not able, for any reason, to complete a term of office, the BOD may appoint
an Associate Director to serve as a Director until the next annual election and any individual so
appointed shall be empowered to serve and perform their duties upon appointment.
All member associations in good standing are eligible to cast a vote in this election. To be considered
in good standing, member associations are to be current in their annual dues. Other information on
the conduct of the elections, or on membership status of associations or voting rights of associate
members, can be found in the Confederation Bylaws which are posted at:
http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/NAHC/NewsDoc/NewsDoc8119.pdf .
If you are interested in serving on the Confederation Board, please contact our President, Bob
Fischer. If your Association or Board would like to learn more about the NAHC, we will be happy to
update your neighborhood on what the NAHC can and does do for you. Contact us at
naperahc@gmail.com to schedule a presentation!
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Where Do Garbage Cans Belong?
During their April 5th meeting, the Naperville City Council
asked the NAHC to weigh in on the increasingly common
practice of residents keeping their garbage and recycling
bins in the front of their house in plain view of neighbors
and passers-by. As some may recall, our President
originally broached this subject at our November General
meeting (during his “Rant from a Crabby Old Guy”) and in
our December newsletter. At that time, while many
recognized the issue, there was no clear consensus as to
appropriate next steps, if any, and we deferred consideration and further action.
Following City Council’s request, we once again opened this discussion. This time, in addition to a
brief discussion at our April general meeting (with Council in attendance), we also reached out to the
community via an unscientific poll on our website. We utilized social media (Facebook) to publicize the
poll and to gather additional community feedback.
The responses we received via social media, and also through our web poll, far exceeded our
feedback expectations and indicated that this issue generated many strong feelings, both pro and con.
With nearly 8,000 views on our Facebook posts and over 1,400 votes cast on the website poll, along
with numerous people taking the time to post comments on Facebook, our belief is that we heard from
a wide range of the community. Poll results (as of the poll closing on April 25th) are as follows:

A continuing theme in many Facebook responses was the question of why asking this question was
necessary and why Naperville considered this a problem that needed to be addressed. One resident
took the time to point out that in some ways, Naperville was a laggard in addressing this issue,
pointing to ordinances in Buffalo, New York (garbage receptacles shall be kept in rear yards and may
not be stored in the front of properties, unless authorization is received from the Commissioner of
Public Works and Streets); San Diego, California (containers should be stored in a secured location
that is not visible from public right-of-way. This could include such locations as behind a fence, in your
backyard or in your garage); and Lebanon, Tennessee (containers shall be located for storage on the
premises at a location which is closer to the back door of the residence using the container than to any
doorway or window of any other residence).
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Many realtors (and individuals selling their homes) concurred with the need to limit the prevalence of
garbage and recycling cans and carts as they saw this as an element of curb appeal that could and
should be controlled to keep properties as attractive as possible when viewed by potential buyers.
Other neighbors, not selling their houses but who gaze on these unconventional lawn ornaments on a
daily basis, agreed that bins in plain view were a problem
Some residents pointed out that, particularly after the larger recycling bins were mandated, there was
simply no room in their garage. Townhome residents reminded us that many units have neither a side
yard nor ready access to the street from their backyard. Finally there were those residents who
believed that it was their property and they could keep their receptacles anywhere they desired and
that their bin storage and placement was neither the business nor concern of neighbors or the City.
The Confederation will continue discussing this at our Board of Directors meeting on May 7 th prior to
preparing a formal response to City Council. If you have further thoughts, please share them with us at
naperahc@gmail.com.

New NAHC Email Address
The
Confederation’s
naperahc@gmail.com.

incoming

email

address

has

changed

to

For the time being, “outbound” email will still come from our old address (so
please continue to include nahc-naperhomeowers@wowwway.com in your safe
senders list), but as we prepare for the future, we decided a new address, not
linked to a specific service provider, was important for consistency and continuity. Please update your
address books. Thanks!

Trimming, Planting, and Pruning Adds to Curb Appeal
With Naperville’s annual free curbside brush pickup scheduled to begin this month, area homeowners
will have the opportunity to take a critical look at their landscaping and do some

maintenance on their shrubs and tree canopy. This is also a good time to ensure that your trees
overhanging the public right-of-way (streets and sidewalks) comply with the City of Naperville
recommendations of a minimum of 12 to 14 feet clearance on the street side and 8 to 12 feet on the
side of the sidewalk (a larger range on the sidewalk side for both clearance and to balance the tree out
once trimmed). Failure to comply for trees overhanging the street may very well lead to an unexpected
“trimming” by the garbage truck as it makes its weekly rounds.
Homeowners can also beautify their yards by planting native plants available from the McDonald
Farm Plant Sale offered by The Conservation Foundation, The Green Earth
Institute, and The Resiliency Institute. Trees, shrubs, native grasses, and
perennials can be ordered now by downloading order forms
from theconservationfoundation.org under “Events” for pickup on Saturday,
May 7 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at McDonald Farm, 10S404 Knock Knolls Rd.,
Naperville. All orders must be received no later than May 3.
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Some species of plants will be available for walk-up purchase, but supplies will be limited and preordering is strongly encouraged. These native species are available thanks to a partnership with
Possibility Place Nursery of Monee, Natural Community Native Plants of Batavia, and The
Conservation Foundation. Homeowners can replace lost habitats in their yards by planting native
plants rather than traditional home landscaping, to give native birds and butterflies what they need in
the way of food. The very best birds in our region need insects and berries every day to survive.
Native plants have deep roots, which help infiltrate rain where it falls and carry the moisture into the
ground, cleaning it as it goes, rather than running off the surface. Loss of open space and wildlife
habitat and rainwater runoff are the leading causes of environmental degradation in developed areas.
For some direction on how to transform your little patch of earth, contact Land Preservation Specialist
Jim Kleinwachter by email at jkleinwachter@theconservationfoundation.org or by phone at (630) 4284500, ext. 115 for some guidance on what to plant. Jim can also help homeowners qualify for The
Conservation Foundation's Conservation@Home program, which recognizes homeowners for
environmentally responsible landscaping efforts.

ACTHA News

http://www.actha.org
The ACTHA board of directors recently selected Mark Swets, CAE, to serve as its executive director.
Swets succeeds Gael Mennecke, who served as ACTHA’s executive director since 1989.
Swets has over 10 years’ experience in non-profit management with several groups managed by
SmithBucklin, a company that provides full-service management to trade associations, professional
societies and other entities. He achieved the Certified Association Executive (CAE) designation by the
American Society of Association Executives in 2014 and is also a member of the Association Forum of
Chicagoland. Swets is a condominium owner in Oak Park and previously served as its association
Board President. In his role as executive director, Swets will work with the ACTHA board of directors
to develop a strong strategic vision for the organization and will lead all aspects of the association’s
operations including education programs, annual conferences and events, marketing and
communications, financial management and advocacy initiatives.
Upcoming ACTHA Events:
LIABILITY IN COMMON AND LIMITED COMMON ELEMENTS - Liability issues concern many
association boards. In this session on May 03, 2016 from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM learn the distinction
between common and limited common elements.
 Key steps boards can take to limit their liability
 Establishing association versus individual unit owner liability
 Educating your association at-large regarding liability (process for evaluating liability)
Location: Countryside Bank, 6734 Joliet Rd. Countryside, IL 60525
For more information and to pre-register go to http://www.actha.org/event-2217589
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: AN OVERVIEW - Tackling capital improvement projects are a
major function of many association boards. In this session at Woodland Windows and Doors, 25W355
Lake Street in Roselle,,learn
 What constitutes a capital improvement project
 Why it's important to have a capital improvement plan
 How to develop and implement an effective project plan
 Best practices for sharing plan information with your association at-large
For more information and to pre-register go to http://www.actha.org/event-2211036
GOVERNANCE OF AN ASSOCIATION - Part of ACTHA's Learn & Lead Program, this seminar by
David Bendoff of Kovitz Shifrin Nesb will cover an association's legal audit and analysis, definitions,
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the role of officers, board members and owners, governing documents, fiduciary duty, potential liability
exposures, judicial review of board decisions, the use of committees and commissions, rules and
covenant enforcement. The Seminar will be on May 21, 2016 from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM at the
Community Center, 4455 Sauk Trail, Richton Park. For more information on this program and The
Learn & Lead Program, go to http://www.actha.org/event-2180095
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NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
The yearly bulk curbside brush collection program for residents within the incorporated boundaries of
the City of Naperville will begin May 16. Brush collection corresponds to the weekly garbage collection
schedule as indicated on the chart below.

Full program information is available at www.naperville.il.us/brushcollection.aspx.
Unincorporated area residents should check with their township for schedule and program information.
-0Speaking of tree trimming and brush collection, the
Morton Arboretum Plant Clinic reminds us that
oaks and elms should not be pruned after April 15!
Sap and bark beetles, the insects that spread the
pathogens that cause the diseases oak wilt and Dutch
elm disease, are typically active after mid-April. The
beetles are attracted to pruning wounds. Pathologists
differ in their opinions on when to resume pruning. To
err on the side of safety don’t prune oaks and elms
between April 15 and October 15, when the beetles are
active. If you must prune close to or after that deadline,
seal the pruning cuts immediately.
-0Roadway construction to widen Eola Road between
Keating Road and Montgomery Road began
Wednesday, April 20.
During construction, motorists should expect daily lane
closures with flaggers which could cause major traffic
delays, especially during peak commuting hours. The
speed limit will be reduced to 25 mph in this area.
Motorists should be cautious when traveling through
the construction zone and should seek alternative
routes if possible.
The long-anticipated project on Eola Road will widen the roadway between Keating Drive to
Montgomery Road to five lanes - two in both directions plus a center turn lane. Sidewalk on the east
side and bike path on the west side will be added. The project also includes extensive storm sewer
work, the addition of a box culvert crossing and new retaining walls and fences.
The majority of the work is expected to be completed this year, and the entire
project will be completed by fall 2017.
-0Many homeowners are ready to dig into that next big
landscaping project. Before going to the garden center or
home improvement store to pick up rental equipment or
to purchase shrubs, trees or other landscaping needs,
plan ahead and notify JULIE at least two business days
before the start of the project. This is a free service. Enter
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your own E-Request now.
Kevin Chmura, director of public relations for JULIE, Inc. reminds us that “When homeowners
inadvertently cut or damage underground lines, the results can still take a staggering toll, in terms of
costly delays, environmental or property damage, liability, personal injury and even loss of life.”
JULIE’s members recommend that homeowners mark the designated work area with white paint or
flags before submitting a locate request to allow professional locators from their companies to find the
project area more quickly and to eliminate unnecessary paint and flags in other areas. JULIE
personnel do not perform locating or marking services. As an important personal and home safety
reminder, locators from member companies rarely need access into your home to complete a locate
request and should always have proper identification clearly visible.
-0Naperville Community Unit School District 203 announced the appointment of Bob Ross by the
Board of Education as the chief operating officer. Ross began his decades-long education career
as a social studies teacher in Bloomingdale, IL. He currently serves assistant superintendent for
secondary education in Naperville 203, a position he has held since 2012.
Ross has a Bachelor of Arts in the Teaching of Social Studies from the University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign and has a Masters in Educational Administration from Northern Illinois University. He also
holds Type 75 and Type 09 certifications. Ross will begin his new role at District office on July 1,
2016. He replaces Deputy Superintendent Dr. Kaine Osburn who is leaving Naperville 203 to serve as
superintendent of Lake Zurich Community Unit School District at the end of the school year.
The Board also announced the appointment of Nancy Voise as assistant superintendent for
secondary education, filling Ross’s prior role.. Voise began her education career as a guidance
counselor in Plainfield, IL District 202. She currently serves as principal of Jefferson Junior High
School in Naperville 203, a position she has held since 2009. Voise has a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal
Justice from the University of Central Washington and has a Master of Education in Counseling and
Development from Eastern Washington University. She also has a Masters in Educational Leadership
from North Central College in Naperville.
-0The benefits of naturalized stormwater
detention are many: cleaner water, reduced
flooding in your community, pleasant views from
homes and roads, increased habitat for
pollinators and other beneficial wildlife, and more.
But proper management is key to avoid ending
up with a bunch of invasive species, sediment
and worst case - a failed system. Please join with
The Conservation Foundation on Friday, May
13th to set yourself and the communities you are
involved in up for success in naturalized
detention at a full-day workshop, "Naturalized
Detention & Green Infrastructure Practices:
Management & Maintenance In Your Community" from 9:15am to 2:30pm (Registration &
refreshments at 8:30am) at the Ellis House, Baker Forest Preserve, 13986 McKanna Rd, Minooka
Cost:
$10/person
by
May
6th
(space
is
limited
so
register
early
at
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E11571&id=29&utm_source=Upcomin
g+Opportunities+to+Connect+With+The+Conservation+Foundation&utm_campaign=May+13+Naturali
zed+Detention+and+Meet+TCF&utm_medium=email
-0Have you checked your car’s license plates lately? News reports show some
communities are actively ticketing cars with expired plates! Did your plates
expire and you didn’t notice because our cash-flow limited State government
did not send a reminder? Due to the ongoing lack of a State budget, the
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Secretary of State’s office stopped sending reminders via US Mail to renew plates. There is a
solution, though, Paperless License Plates Renewal Notices can be received in your notice by e-mail.
To receive your license plates renewal by e-mail, go to https://www.ilsos.gov/greenmail/ and enter
your Registration ID and PIN located on your current registration card. If you do not have a renewal
notice or a current registration card, please call the Public Inquiry Division at 800-252-8980 to obtain
your Registration ID and PIN number. Alternatively, you can just remember to renew, but given our
busy lives, that may not be a really good idea
-0DuPage County NAACP has partnered with North Central College's College Connections program to
provide a week-long STEAM summer camp for students entering 4th, 5th, and 6th grades next
school year. The camp takes place from 9 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday, July 18 – 22 on the
campus of North Central College in Naperville. Participants will focus on science, technology,
engineering, art, and math as well as learn about the college experience and the road map to college.
For
more
information,
visit
STEAM
Camp
at
https://northcentralcollege.edu/community-and-visitors/college-prep.
-0The Tree Owner’s Manual for the Northeastern and Midwestern United States is
available at http://na.fs.fed.us/urban/treeownersmanual. One common issue facing
our urban forests is the fact that trees are dying prematurely. Many are planted
improperly, setting
them
up
for
failure. Many do
not
receive
regular maintenance. And few are
adequately
protected
during
construction projects. To help
remedy this issue, the Forest Service
has created this Tree Owner’s
Manual.
Just like the owner’s manual that
comes
with
automobiles
and
appliances, the Tree Owner’s Manual
includes a parts list, instructions for
installation, tips for troubleshooting
common
issues,
recommended
service, and more.
-0DuPage
County
Stormwater
Management
is
encouraging
residents to be mindful of water
quality this spring. Property owners
may consider practicing natural lawn
care and implementing green infrastructure projects to reduce pollutants reaching area waterways.
Commonly referred to as nonpoint source pollutants, these contaminants include fertilizer, pesticides,
car oils, pet waste and litter. Once mixed with stormwater runoff, they drain directly to streams and
storm sewers off impervious surfaces, such as roadways, sidewalks and roofs.
Spring is a time to begin thinking about lawn care and home improvement projects. If done properly,
normal routines and maintenance can actually improve the quality of DuPage County’s waterways by
minimizing pollutants in stormwater runoff. For example, natural lawn care practices can begin in the
spring with an inexpensive soil test to determine what—if any—nutrients your lawn needs. In addition,
spring is the time to get in the habit of allowing your grass to grow 3 inches before mowing. This
improves its health by allowing roots to grow longer, also helping to remove pollutants from runoff.
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Spring is also an excellent time to begin thinking about growing gardens, specifically rain gardens with
deep-rooted native plants to filter pollutants from stormwater runoff. Rainwater harvesting is also a
popular technique to capture and store stormwater for later use, such as lawn irrigation. This can be
accomplished with a simple rain barrel or an intricate underground system. Remember:
 Use a simple and inexpensive soil test to determine what – if any – nutrients are needed.
 If nutrients are necessary, use natural compost instead of traditional fertilizer. Consider
composting lawn clippings, leaves and other natural materials.
 Eliminate pesticide use by hand pulling any weeds.

Allow grass to grow up to 3” before mowing, which improves its health by allowing roots to
grow longer. These longer roots will also help remove pollutants from stormwater runoff.

Mark Your Calendar

New and established residents are invited to join the Naperville Newcomers and Neighbors
Club for a coffee at 11 a.m. on Monday, April 4 at Celebration! Community Life Center, 919 S.
Washington St. Children are welcome. For more information, contact Sue at (630) 904-5629 or visit
www.napervillenewcomersandneighborsclub.com.

WONDERFUL WORLD OF WHEELS. Preschoolers ages 1 to 5 will have an opportunity to see,
touch and experience a variety of community vehicles at Naperville Park District’s Wonderful World of
Wheels. They will see vehicles such as a police car, fire truck, tractor and many more at this free event
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Monday, May 2 in the Whole Foods Market parking lot, 2607 W. 75th St.

The next meeting of the Naperville Community Garden Club will be Monday May 2 at 7:00
PM. The meeting will be at the Knox Presbyterian Church at 1105 Catalpa Lane. Jeff Gibson from
Ball Horticulture will speak about "Plants that you should Know." The meeting is free to all and light
refreshments will be provided. More information is at http// napervillecommunitygardeners.org

The community is invited to listen to some of the top high school rock bands as they compete in
the Naperville Park District Youth Ambassadors’ 13th annual Battle of the Bands. The event is
free and will take place from 4:00-8:00 pm. on Friday, May 6 at the Community Concert Center in
Central Park, located at 104 E. Benton Ave. Nine bands from four area high schools will compete.

The Naperville Community Gardeners 36th Annual Plant Sale will
be on Saturday, May 7th at Naperville’s Ron Ory Community Garden Plots on West
Street. (just south of Naperville Central High School). The sale is from 7:00 am to 1:00
pm and offers a wide variety of plants for your garden, as well as great floral gifts for
Mother's Day ... all at competitive prices!!
Featured plants include locally grown high quality Proven Winner’s, a wide variety of unique
“specialty” and bedding plants, vegetables, herbs, grasses, and wonderful combination hanging
baskets. Hundreds of member garden perennial plants are available, including collectable and hard to
find varieties. Home grown heirloom vegetables are also available.
Master Gardeners will be there to answer questions. Proceeds from the sale support the Club’s
community projects and college scholarships. For more information about Naperville Community
Gardeners, please visit the website: http://napervillecommunitygardeners.org

The Naperville Community Chorus Spring concert on May 6 & 7 in collaboration with the
DuPage Symphony Orchestra will feature an entertaining evening of opera choruses, ensembles, and
arias.

Project HELP invites the community to “Community Begins at Home!” a
breakfast featuring keynote speaker Diana Mendley Rauner, president of the
Ounce of Prevention Fund, from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, May 10 at the Hilton
Lisle/Naperville, 3003 Corporate West Drive in Lisle. For more information, visit
www.projecthelpdupage.org.

The Police Department CAPS Recognition Dinner will take place at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, May 12 at Meson Sabika, 1025 Aurora Ave. Space is limited and
tickets are available for purchase for $25 at the Police Department, 1350 Aurora
Ave., or by calling Pat Mason at (630) 420-616. For more information visit www.napervillecaps.com or
www.naperville.il.us/caps.aspx.
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Do you drive by a river or creek and see litter and think it looks bad and you wish someone
would pick it up? How would you like to be that person that makes a difference? Do you have two
days out of the year that you can help make difference? Do you want
your name or your organization's name on a permanent sign? Then
you are the person we need. The DuPage County Adopt-A-Stream
program encourages citizen-based stewardship of the County's
rivers and streams to keep them healthy. Also, come learn about
DuPage County Stormwater Management's new app that let's you
report stormwater related issues.
To find out more, please join
their spring Adopt-A-Stream kick-off on Thursday, May 12th from
4:30-5:30 p.m. at The Conservation Foundation, 10S404 Knoch
Knolls Rd. in Naperville. More details are at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adopt-a-stream-workshoptickets24519276817?utm_source=AAS+workshop+5.12.16&utm_campaign=DUP+GIS+4%2F30%2F15&utm
_medium=email

The Naperville Park District will hold its annual Spring
Tulip Bulb Sale at 8 a.m. on Friday, May 13 at the Riverwalk
Pavilion near the Park District Administrative Building parking
lot, 320 W. Jackson Ave. Bulbs that bloomed this spring along
the Riverwalk and other locations will be sold for $3 per
dozen on a first-come, first-served basis. For more
information, visit www.napervilleparks.org .

In partnership with The Conservation Foundation,
DuPage Stormwater Management is hosting a rain barrel
pick up event on Thursday, May 19 from 3 to 6 p.m. in the west parking lot of the DuPage County
Fairgrounds (2015 Manchester Rd., Wheaton). Rain barrels may be pre-ordered prior to the event
through The Conservation Foundation and are available in black, blue, grey or terra cotta. For more
details amd to order a rain barrel go to http://upcycleproducts.com/static.asp?path=4905

May 21, 2016, 2016 DuPage River Sweep. The annual DuPage
County River Sweep is a county-wide self-coordinated stream cleanup and
restoration event is celebrating its 25th anniversary! The purpose of the river
sweep is to encourage volunteers to help "sweep our rivers clean" by picking
up debris in and along the local waterways and restoring nearby land back to
its natural state. More than 10,800 volunteers have removed nearly 3,252
tons of garbage from DuPage County streams since 1991. The Sweep
encompasses the East and West Branches of the DuPage River and Salt
Creek, as well as many tributaries. In 2015 a record was set by amazing
volunteers. Over 95 miles of shoreline was cleared of debris. Items such as
a car bumper, about 40 golf balls, a tricycle, a no-parking sign, a shopping
cart and more were removed. For more information and to register to participate go to:
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/event.php?EventID=33&utm_source=Upcoming+Opportuniti
es+to+Connect+With+The+Conservation+Foundation&utm_campaign=May+13+Naturalized+Detentio
n+and+Meet+TCF&utm_medium=email

May 21st – NAHC Annual Meeting & Elections. A Look At the Potential for
Government Consolidation. Naperville Municipal Center, Meeting Room B, 8 AM.

The Naperville Municipal Band Spring Concert will be at 3:00 PM on Sunday, May 22 at
Neuqua Valley High School. For more details on this free event, go to
www.napervilleband.org

Memorial Day Parade – Honor our Veterans and remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice for their country on Monday, May 30th at 10:30 AM in downtown Naperville. More
details can be found at http://www.napervillememorialdayparade.com
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CAI News & Events
Ask an Industry Professional Webinar
May 12th, 6:30pm-8:30pm - CAI’s Homeowner's Forum
has gone Virtual! Get answers to your association
questions without leaving the comfort of your home or
office. Click here for Registration/Information
On May 11, 2016, CAI Illinois and ILAC will hold a Fundraising event at Zanies in Rosemont to support
the lobbyist who works on your behalf. Illinois Legislative Action Committee (ILAC) Night of
Comedy Fun begins at 6:45pm and the Show starts at 8:00pm at Zanies in Rosemont. Help shape
association legislation by supporting the ILAC lobbyist. Registration for Zanies tickets
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ilac-fundraiser-2016-tickets-22676097819
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Rules and Regulations, DCAL Course Series is on May 17th from 6:30pm-9:00pm at the CAI
Chapter Office in Schaumburg. This course is designed to help board members gain an understanding
of Association Rules & Regulations. Click here for Registration/Information
Attendee registration is now open for the CAI Illinois’ 27th Annual Golf Outing on June 7th at the Cog
Hill Golf & Country Club in Lemont. Don't miss out on the opportunity for your company to receive
great exposure at this guaranteed sold out event! Click here for more details

Is Your Contact Info Up-to-Date?
We are reaching out to our members as we send out invoices for 2016 Confederation dues. If we don’t
have email addresses for your Treasurer or your Management Company, we won’t be able to send
you an invoice. While this might seem like a good deal for cash strapped
associations, the Confederation works on an annual bare-bones budget that
requires contributions from our members if we are to stay solvent. We also need a
healthy and active membership roster to maintain community credibility.
If you believe the contact information for your association needs to be updated,
please go to our website, www.napervillehomeowners.com, download, and fill out an information sheet
(member application) on your association. There is a “hotlink” on our homepage to the Membership
Application document. This can also be used to send us a dues check if your association did not
receive a dues invoice. You can also send us an email at nahc-naperhomeowners@wowway.com and
we will be happy to send you an invoice and membership application.
You can email us at naperahc@gmail.com to add people to the newsletter mailing list. Our newsletter
is downloaded more than 800 times a month and we are always looking for more “eyeballs.”
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Remember – the only way the Police, Fire Department, Park District, or even local realtors can get
information on Naperville area associations is to ask the Confederation. We get inquiries regularly for
this information, but don’t provide it except in response to a bona fide request. For non-governmental
units, we forward the request to your contact on file to handle as they see fit. Worries about privacy
should not be an issue when sharing information with the NAHC.
By the way, we are always looking for new members – if you or your association would like to become
part of the neighborhood solution by joining the Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, please
let us know. Our Board members are happy to attend one of your association, club ir irganization’s
meetings to talk about the Confederation, and the roles we play within the greater Naperville. Keep in
mind, our mission is to make this a great place to call home!

News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Naper Settlement is a nationally-accredited, award-winning outdoor history museum set on 12
magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville at 523 S. Webster St., Naperville, IL. Our grounds are
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where history comes to play and community comes to connect. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
-0The summer season begins at 10 a.m. Friday, April 1 at Naper Settlement, 523 S. Webster St. in
Naperville. Programs and special events are held throughout the summer season of April through
October on the 12-acre museum campus that features 30 historic buildings and structures. Hours are
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $12
adults (13+), $10 seniors (62+) and $8 youth (4-12). Members and children under 4 are free.
Naperville residents receive free general admission with proof of residency. Visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
-0Naper Settlement is pleased to announce that Donna Sack, a longtime Naperville resident, has
been named Vice President, Community Engagement and Programs. In her new role, she will
oversee two departments: Learning Experiences and Museum Services. She most recently served as
the Executive Director of the Association of Midwest Museums, where she led an eight-state museum
association that provides advocacy, professional development opportunities and encourages best
practices for museum professionals, volunteers and board members.
Sack previously served as the Executive Director of the Illinois Association of Museums, where she
oversaw the transition of the organization from being a state-operated entity into a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.
Sack was Naper Settlement’s Director of Visitor Services from 1993 to 2011. While there, she was the
Teaching American History Grant Director for a $1 million federally-funded professional development
program serving history teachers in five school districts. In 2002, she was the project leader for Naper
Settlement’s first national accreditation by the American Alliance of Museums. The programs and
exhibits she developed during her tenure at the museum won numerous state and national awards.
She recently was appointed to the Illinois State Museum Board by Governor Bruce Rauner. Sack also
serves on the American Association for State and Local History Council. A graduate of the University
of Connecticut, she attended the renowned Seminar for Historical Administration, an intensive
program for history professionals that examines best practices and ideas of history organization
leadership and management..
-0May Events @ Naper Settlement
Girls Scouts May Day - Daisies, Brownies and Juniors are invited to visit Naper Settlement for this
badge-earning bonanza from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, May 1. Pick up your badge-in-a-bag at check in, visit
the stations, tour the buildings, play games and earn your Petal or Badge. Fee is $13 per Scout, $10
for adults; registration is required. Register for this program through the Greater Chicago and
Northwest Indiana Council websitehttp://gcnwiprograms.org/program/2188 or contact the Girl Scouts
of Northern Illinois Registrar throughhttps://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/VP/NoPortal.html.
Meet This Old House: Martin Mitchell Mansion - Journey beyond the velvet ropes to enjoy guided,
privileged access to areas not open to the general public from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Sunday May 1. Tour
each level of the 12-room Martin Mitchell Mansion, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, at
Naper Settlement. Learn first-hand about the building’s history and its importance to the community
from museum staff and Chicago preservationist and paint analysis expert Robert A. Furhoff. Ages 13+
only. Includes stair climbing. Tickets are $15 per person, $12 for Settlement-6 members and above. A
special series discount of $40 per person and $30 for Settlement-6 members and above for the May 1,
July 24 (Murray Building) and Sept. 17 (Paw Paw Post Office) tours.
Streaming History Walking Tour - This guided stroll of Naperville’s Riverwalk will be held from 2 to 4
p.m. Saturday, May 7, starting at the Naper Settlement parking lot on the corner of Webster Street and
Porter Avenue. The tour begins at the site of John Naper’s estate, Naperville’s co-founder. Other
points of interest include the site of the Naperville Ice Cream Factory, the site of Joseph Naper’s mill
and former quarry workers’ homes. The tour ends at the Naperville Fire Department Memorial on
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Jefferson Avenue. All ages welcome. Tickets are $15 per person, $13 for Settlement-6 members and
above; registration is required. Call (630) 420-6010.
Blacksmithing 101 - Learn the art of blacksmithing with an introduction to safety, tools and the forge
in this two-session class. Participants will learn hammer techniques while making an item to take
home. The two-session class will be held from 8 to 11 a.m. Saturday, May 7 and 14. For ages 18 to
adults, all materials are provided. The fee is $150 and registration is required, call (630) 420-6010.
Artifacts Uncovered - Go behind the scenes for a glimpse of the storage areas where our curators,
staff and volunteers will show you highlights of our permanent Museum Collection from 1 to 3 p.m.
Saturday, May 14 at the Collections Care and Storage Facility in the City of Naperville’s Public Works
Building, 180 Fort Hill Drive, Door F. The climate-controlled space is filled with materials that
document the rich history of Naperville from its settlement up until present day. No food, beverages,
bags or photography allowed. Registration is limited to 30 persons. Ages 13+ only. Admission is $12
per person; $10 for Settlement-6 members and above. Call (630) 420-6010.
History Speaks Lecture Series: Hops and History - Come enjoy some hops and history with
“Chicago by the Pint” author Denese Neu during this special presentation from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday,
May 15 at Naper Settlement’s Century Memorial Chapel and Pre-Emption House Tavern,. The author
will present an entertaining program that weaves a story of Chicagoland as it intersects with beer.
After the lecture, Two Brothers Brewing Co. will provide four beer samplings paired with appetizers in
the Tavern. Tickets for the lecture and beer tasting/food pairings are $25 per person, must be 21 years
old to participate. Call (630) 420-6010 for reservations.
Civil War Days - Naper Settlement becomes a Civil War
encampment with more than 300 reenactors during Civil
War Days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
May 21 and 22. Visitors can meet famous characters of
the past and become immersed in history. A battle is
held each day at 2:30 p.m. Day-of-event admission is
$15 adults and $10 youth (ages 4–12). Advanced tickets
are $12 adults; $8 youth (4-12) and are available online
or at the Pre-Emption House Visitor Center. Free
admission for members and children under 4.
Visitwww.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org
-0The 2016 Summer Program Guide, featuring Naperville Youth Soccer and Naperville Premier Soccer
League fall season registration, was delivered to Naperville Park District resident mailboxes beginning
Thursday, April 28. The Program guide is also available on line at www.napervilleparks.org.
Beginning Monday, May 2, Program Guides also may be picked up at our facilities:
 Naperville Park District Administration Building, 320 W. Jackson Ave.
 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th Street, 2nd and 3rd floors
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.
 Barn Recreation Center, 421 W. Martin Ave.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.
 Naperbrook Golf Course, 22204 W. 111th St/Hassert Blvd.
 Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd St.
In addition, they will be available at:
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 Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd.
 Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
 Ninety-fifth Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.
 Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St., Main Level.
Registration Dates to Remember - Mailed and dropped off registration forms will be accepted from
the onset of delivery of the program guide. These forms will be processed concurrently with online
registration in the order they were received.
 Monday, May 2 Resident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all programs
other than fall Naperville Youth Soccer and Naperville Premier Soccer League begins at 8:30
a.m.
 Thursday, May 5 Nonresident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all
programs other than fall Naperville Youth Soccer and Naperville Premier Soccer League
begins at 8:30 a.m.
 Tuesday, May 10 Resident online registration and form input for girls’ fall Naperville Youth
Soccer and Naperville Premier Soccer League teams begins at noon
 Wednesday, May 11Resident online registration and form input for boys’ fall Naperville Youth
Soccer and Naperville Premier Soccer League teams begins at noon
 Thursday, May 12 Resident and nonresident phone-in, nonresident online, walk-in and form
input registration for boys’ and girls’ fall Naperville Youth Soccer and Naperville Premier
Soccer League begins at noon
-0A groundbreaking ceremony for a 1-mile extension of the DuPage River Trail is set for 10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 17. Members of the public are welcome to attend the event, which will be held at Knoch
Knolls Park, 336 Knoch Knolls Road. The $2.1 million project will extend the asphalt path southwest
from Knoch Knolls Park to the 95th Street bridge over the DuPage River. The
trail extension is the result of collaboration between the Forest Preserve District
and the Naperville Park District. The trail extension will become part of a
planned 40-mile DuPage River Trail system that is supported by 12 agencies in
two counties, Will and DuPage.
-0On March 7, the Naperville Park District introduced a new online registration
system that works with mobile devices. Following seven weeks of successful
use of the system, the Naperville Park District is pleased to announce the
release of its first mobile app that makes mobile transactions even faster
and easier. From one simple, colorful screen, users can click to search for
programs, find parks, check weather cancellations, contact Park District staff,
access their account, sign up for programs, follow athletic league standings, or
make a donation.
“The new Naperville Park District app is designed to give users quick access to
information that they need most often,” explained IT Manager Omar Sandoval.
In addition to referencing Park District schedules, locations and programs, the app can be used to
check social media, request push notifications from the District, and carry digital membership cards,
such as Centennial Beach or Fort Hill Activity Center fitness memberships.
The app is available in both the Apple App store and the Google Play store; users can search for
“Naperville Park District” in either store.
-0As activities at the Barn Recreation Center wind down for its last season, the Park District invites the
community to celebrate the Barn’s history at the Barn Farewell Event on Saturday, June 4 from
4:00-9:00 p.m.
The Barn, located at 421 W. Martin Ave. in Knoch Park, was constructed in 1965 as a teen center,
funded by hundreds of community donors. The Park District assumed ownership of the Barn in 1969,
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with teen events continuing there through the early 1970s and weekday use expanding over the years
to include office space, preschool classrooms, gymnastics, and other recreation programming.
After a 2009 study found that extensive renovations were needed for safety, accessibility and future
use of both the Barn and the adjacent Central Maintenance Facility, the Park District engaged a
community review team to evaluate options, including major renovations of both facilities, new
construction on site or relocating the activities taking place there to a new location. Taking into
consideration the review team’s recommendation and public comment at several open house events,
the Park Board decided to build a new central maintenance facility at the Martin Ave. location and to
build a new activity center at a different location. More detailed information about the Barn and
Central Maintenance study and process can be found at www.napervilleparks.org/barn-recreationcenter.
The new facilities envisioned several years ago are taking shape in 2016. The Fort Hill Activity Center,
currently under construction at 20 Fort Hill Drive, will open in August 2016, offering nearly 80,000
square feet of indoor recreation space, including a walk/jog track, gymnasiums, dance and group
exercise rooms, a fitness area, a café, an indoor playground and more.
Soon after the close of Ribfest in the first full week of July, site work will begin for a new maintenance
facility at Knoch Park and the Barn Recreation Center will be demolished.
A familiar place such as the Barn calls for a special send off, a celebration of its unique history and of
the people who helped make it a special place for youth and everyone.
The Barn Farewell Event on June 4 is a party for all
generations. Thanks to a number of generous
sponsors, the event will include free food for the first
250 guests, a commemorative cup for the first 400
guests, water and soda, inflatables for kids, raffle
prizes and other giveaways. Adults will be able to
purchase alcoholic drinks from Belgio’s with the
requisite identification.
In keeping with the Barn’s early tradition of hosting
teen dances and local rock bands, the celebration will
include performances by three local bands: 1) the
second place winner of the May 6, 2016 Battle of the
Bands, 2) a 1970s-era band, Nepenthe, including
several musicians who played at the Barn, and 3)
OMT, a popular Chicago-area band with members
who also were part of the Barn’s history. The bands
will perform from the stage located on the field
immediately west of the Barn, to allow room for a
larger audience. Food and beverages will be served
under a tent near the band stage.
In addition to enjoying live music and refreshments, guests will be able to travel down Memory Lane
inside the Barn, viewing photographs, memorabilia, a video history by NCTV-17 and much more. A
number of special guests plan to be present, including George Bussey, one of the Naperville Central
High School students who led the fundraising campaign to build the Barn. Several staff members from
Naper Settlement will be on hand to comment on the history of the Barn, and those who have
experienced the Barn as youth or adults throughout its history are encouraged to gather and share
memories.
-0From establishing honey bee hives in theRon Ory Community Garden Plots to installing a propane
fueling station at theSouth Maintenance Facility, Naperville Park District continues to find new ways to
benefit the environment, and in many instances, reduce long-term costs.
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For example, in 2015 the District received a grant from the Illinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation to upgrade to energy efficient LED lights in three facilities. The project, completed in early
April, will reduce the energy use by more than 100,000 kilowatt hours annually, resulting in an annual
savings of approximately $11,000.
The Naperville Park District’s Green Team recently released its 2015 Sustainability Report, available
at http://www.napervilleparks.org/greeninitiatives, which tracks the District’s environmental initiatives.
The 2015 Sustainability Report lists many more green initiatives, including those that the Park District
has incorporated into its standard operations, such as purchasing office paper with 30% recycled
content, managing acres of natural areas, engaging hundreds of community volunteers, planting
nearly 300 trees each year, and recycling.
In 2016 the Naperville Park District continues to introduce new sustainability measures, for example,
adding a fueling station at the South Maintenance Facility to service the growing number of vehicles
and equipment in the District’s fleet that run on propane fuel. Thanks to a Renewable Energy Grant
from the City of Naperville’s voluntary renewable energy donation program, the Park District was able
to install 117 photovoltaic panels on the roof of the Fort Hill Activity Center, currently under
construction. The panels will generate approximately 40,000 kWh of energy annually to help power the
lights and systems in the Activity Center.

Library News
For
more
information
go
to
http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are
available 24 hours a day at all buildings.
Materials may also be renewed by calling
630.961.0460.
The Library Catalog,
http://www.naperville-lib.org is available
24/7 for you to download or renew
materials.
-0Stream movies with NPL card - Starting May 1, Naperville Public Library will introduce a new service
available to library cardholders. Bringing library customers thousands of movies, full music albums,
audiobooks and more entertainment, hoopla is an instant digital streaming or download service. From
Hollywood blockbusters to best-selling artists and authors – not just the hits, but the niche as well –
users will discover hoopla provides the freedom to experience, explore and enjoy what they want,
when they want and where they want.
-0Nichols Library to renovate through fall - Nichols Library is undergoing a transformation as
renovations began mid-April and are scheduled to last through September. Renovations will include
an updated, fresh look with new furniture, flooring, carpeting, the relocation of the computer lab,
additional meeting room space, storyroom renovations, more electrical outlets and remodeling of the
staircase. Renovations also will include replacing the library’s sliding doors, the skylight, the outdoor
sign and lobby flooring.
“The lobbies will be bright and inviting with lighter tile and new ceilings,” Olya Tymciurak, library
manager, said. “Both floors will appear more spacious. There will be more seating near the windows to
enjoy the view of the Riverwalk as the seasons change. The children’s area will have a nature theme
to connect with the outdoors along with picnic-style tables and decorative trees.”
Along with brand new furniture, Tymciurak said many library customers are excited for more electrical
outlets, more displays of new materials as well as more programming space.
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“Our statistics show that programming is extremely popular, and a new room will allow for expanded
programming,” she said.
-0Change in loan policy - Beginning May 1, materials can be renewed 10 times before they must be
returned.
-0New text messaging service lets customers know what’s overdue, when holds are ready Starting May 1, Naperville Public Library will offer a new text messaging service, including many
helpful notifications such as:
 Available holds ready for check out
 Overdue items
 Advanced notice of upcoming due dates on items with an option to renew
 Text alerts for multiple cards within a family
 Ability to view current fees/fines for each registered card
If you are currently subscribed to the text notification system, your account will be automatically
updated to the new system. By default, you are subscribed to receive the Holds text alert and the
Overdue text alert.
If you are not currently signed up, it is easy:
 Create a contact on your phone, and enter the email address: npl@shoutbomb.com.
 Text Signup+YourLibraryCardNumber+Pin to npl@shoutbomb.com. Use your personal library
card number and pin as well as the + sign and no spaces. (Example:
Signup+21318001234567+4321)
-0Learn Basics of BBQ - Fire up the grill and learn the basics of grilling, the pros and cons of charcoal
and gas grills as well as the first steps to cooking. Grillers also will learn recipes as well as tips and
tricks for a great grilling season. The program will be from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 5 at 95th Street
Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive.
-0Author to talk about American Impressionism - Former Naperville resident Rebecca Bricker will
present her new book, “The Secret of Marie,” an art-history mystery set in Giverny, France, where
Claude Monet spent the last half of his life. Marie was the favorite model of American Impressionist
artist Theodore Robinson (1852-1896), who was mentored by Monet. Marie appeared in a number of
Robinson’s paintings, but little is known about her, which has perplexed art historians for years. The
author will share details of a significant discovery she made in her role as an art-history detective while
conducting research for this book. She also will feature vintage and present-day photographs of
Giverny and provide tips to those wanting to visit. The program will be from 7 to 8 p.m. Friday, May 6
at Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
-0Library to host Small Business Week - Naperville Public Library will celebrate small businesses
throughout the community by hosting Small Business Week from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. May 9 through May
12 at 95th Street Library. The first program to kick off the week on May 9 will be Choosing an
Organization Structure with Allison Cychosz of AMC Legal, who will discuss the different ways in
which a business can be organized as well as the pros and cons of doing business as a sole
proprietorship, partnership and the various forms of incorporation. The May 10 program, Writing a
Business Plan at the Library, will showcase Mark Quigley, CEO of Deziner Software, and business
librarian Kent Palmer who will present the various steps to write a business plan, including the
resources available at the library as they relate to each section of a business plan. The May 11
program, Goof Proof Your Start-up, will feature Bruce Jones, CEO of Design & Promote, who will
present the 25 most common Internet marketing mistakes that end up making a start-up business look
unprofessional. During the May 12 program, Mike Peters, managing director of JCMP & Associates
who is a certified professional advisor in QuickBooks, will discuss how QuickBooks can be tailored to a
business model to include initial setup of the accounts, customers, employees, vendors and
transactions.
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-0Brown Bag Lecture to focus on Shakespeare - Bring a sack lunch to the library's lunchtime lecture
series at 12:30 p.m., then stay for an engaging lecture beginning at 1 p.m. Thursday, May 19 at 95 th
Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive. This month, Shakespeare lecturer John Nygro will examine
universal principles from the 400-year-old writings of Shakespeare and how they can be applied to
today's world of instant gratification and ultra-fast communication. The library will provide coffee and
dessert, and the program requires advanced registration.

We hope to see you on Saturday, May 21st at 8:00 AM (coffee
and networking, meeting at 8:30) in Meeting Room B of the
Naperville Municipal center for our Annual Meeting and
Elections
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information
Our next Newsletter will be sent out on or about June 1st
Thanks for reading!
Bob Fischer
President – NAHC

When You Find Us, Make sure to “Like” Us Too!!!!!
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