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President’s Letter
Along with countless others, I spent a couple December hours watching the latest “Star Wars”
installment. While the movie was both entertaining and enjoyable, I was also a little disappointed, and
maybe even betrayed by the storyline.
For those still planning their journey to the galaxy far, far away, rest assured, no spoiler alert is
needed. My dismay had nothing to do with the movie, but more with how the Star Wars universe
evolution, depicted over the past couple of decades in a series of evolving George Lucas approved
novels (one of my guilty reading pleasures), had been revised.
Yes, I know Star Wars is fiction and not fact, and this “revisionist history” was designed to create an
action adventure that would sell tickets. I also recognize that as a reader of the books, I was in a
distinct minority of movie attendees, most of whom had no idea that the Jedi had been toiling these
many years to defeat evil.
My problem was more with rewriting “history” to suit a purpose (movie, merchandising, and “tie-in”
profits), recognizing that many would never notice or care. It reminded me of the current political
season, with candidates shading facts and events to suit their agenda, gain votes and accumulate
both financial and voter support. This political commercialization is exacerbated by a sound bite
atmosphere and “debates” where the goal is pandering and one-upsmanship, not leading or thoughtful
dialogue. At some point it might be refreshing to hear an actual debate, addressing meaningful issues
instead of pseudo-issues that appeal to only a faction and which are seemingly designed to create
fear, uncertainty, and doubt in the minds of the people.
The Confederation’s January 16th meeting (8 AM in Municipal Center Meeting Room B) will feature a
bi-partisan panel of area state Senators and Representatives answering our questions and discussing
where Springfield may be heading in 2016. Our informal and open discussion atmosphere is designed
to inform, not “spin,” and we hope to see you as we look at real history and events, not a version
designed to sell tickets. More details are at www.napervillehomeowners.com.
bob
Bob Fischer
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
www.napervillehomeowners.com
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January Meeting Engages with Legislators
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC Monthly meeting will be Saturday morning, January16th at
8:00 AM (for coffee and networking) in Meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center, 400
S. Eagle Street. This month we have invited a number of our area’s State Senators and
Representatives to come and discuss issues of importance to homeowners and their pocketbooks. As
this is being written, RSVPs have been received from Senators Connelly, Holmes and Radogno and
Representatives Kifowit, Sandack, and Wehrli. Keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
additions to this lineup.
Questions we are focusing relate to school funding and pensions along with term limits, sales taxes,
and the Independent Map Amendment. As always, time will be allotted before the meeting during
coffee and networking for more informal engagement with our elected officials.
Coffee and networking for this meeting will be sponsored by Tressler LLP. Tressler LLP is a fullservice law firm headquartered in Chicago with offices in
Bolingbrook, Illinois, New York, New Jersey and California.
The Bolingbrook office is home to Tressler’s Condominium
and Common Interest Community Association Practice
Group, which is the sponsor of this meeting. This practice
group works with condominium and homeowner boards to
help their associations run smoothly and to keep them solvent and out of trouble by handling matters
from amending governing documents to collecting delinquent common expenses and providing all
manner of legal advice and representation..
Watch our website, www.napervillehomeowners,.com, for meeting updates.

Homeowners Can Help The Park District Design New
Playgrounds
The Naperville Park District invites residents to help
select equipment for the 2016 playground renovations
planned in their neighborhoods. Parks slated to
receive playground updates are Walnut Ridge
Park, located at 2304 Keim Drive, Huntington
Estates Park, located at 867 Rockbridge Drive at
Ann Reid Early Childhood Center, and Old Sawmill
Park, located at 432 Massachusetts Ave.
Three separate open house meetings are scheduled
in January 2016, each of which will take place at the
Park District Planning and Development Office at 425
W. Jackson Avenue.
 The open house for playground renovations at Walnut Ridge Park will take place on Tuesday,
Jan. 12, 2016 from 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
 The open house for playground renovations at Huntington Estates Park will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016 from 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
 The open house for playground renovations at Old Sawmill Park will take place on Tuesday,
Jan. 26, 2016 from 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Parents are encouraged to bring their children and may come at any time during the given time period.
There will not be a formal presentation.
“Each playground design offers several variations, including color, types of slides, and layout of
equipment. We invite parents and children who will use the playground to help make these choices,”
said Project Manager Jessica Burgdorf.
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Legislation Furthers Land Conservation
Landowners and the environment will benefit from a federal tax incentive supporting land conservation
passed by the U. S. Congress in December 2015 and now signed into law.
The incentive is part of the America Gives More Act, a package of tax incentives to encourage
charitable giving. The Act significantly expands the number of private landowners who can fully utilize
the tax incentives for permanently protecting important natural, scenic, and historic resources. The law
is retroactive to Jan. 1, 2015.
The Conservation Foundation, a Naperville-based non-profit focused on protecting land and
watersheds, strongly supported passage of the
measure as a member of the Land Trust Alliance that
led the campaign for permanence.
Congressman Peter Roskam (R-6th District) and
Senator Mark Kirk (R-IL) co-sponsored the original
conservation easement bill and both voted in favor of
the Act, which contained the conservation easement
incentive, along with Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL).
Congressmen Tammy Duckworth (D-8th
Randy Hultgren (R-14th District), and Adam
(R-16th District) are among legislators
Conservation Foundation’s service territory
supported this bipartisan bill.

District),
Kinzinger
in The
who also

“This tax incentive promotes private land conservation
which benefits the public in many ways, including
ensuring cleaner water and cleaner air for the future,”
Conservation
Foundation
President/CEO
Brook
McDonald said. “Congress heard voters who continually
approve local bond referenda for open space
preservation.”
McDonald said since local government can’t afford to
purchase all that is needed, this bill provides private
landowners a financial benefit for the public good when giving up development rights in perpetuity
through a conservation easement.
Land Trust Alliance President Rand Wentworth said this is the single greatest legislative action in
decades to support land conservation.
“It states, unequivocally, that we as a nation treasure our lands and must conserve their many benefits
for future generations,” Wentworth said.
The conservation incentive first was enacted as a temporary provision in 2006 and is directly
responsible for conserving more than 2 million acres of America’s natural outdoor heritage. The
incentive grants certain tax benefits to landowners who sign a conservation easement.
These private, voluntary agreements with local conservation land trusts such as The Conservation
Foundation permanently limit uses of the land to protect its conservation values. Lands placed in the
conservation easements can continue to be farmed, hunted, or used for other specific purposes.
In addition to the conservation easement incentives, the agreement additionally encourages donations
to food banks and reinstates the IRA Charitable Rollover, allowing donors age 70-1/2 and older to
contribute up to $100,000 annually to their favorite charity tax free. Married donors can contribute as
much as $200,000.
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December Meeting Looked at City Boards & Commissions
Our December 12th General Membership
Meeting included an in-depth look at several
of Naperville’s Boards and Commissions,
including what they do and how interested
citizens can apply to become a part of this
community driven solution to the problems
and issues that face our city on a daily basis.
With Boards devoted to financials and
business
operations,
community
development and growth, safety, recreation,
knowledge, and more, there are ample
opportunities for people to find a place where
their time and talents can be used to improve
quality of life for our community.
With most boards and commissions
incorporating term limits for their members,
and many people sitting on each of these panels, there are seemingly always opportunities to get
involved. To learn more and apply for consideration to become part of our City’s government, go to
http://www.naperville.il.us/emplibrary/Boards_and_Commissions/BoardCommissionApp.pdf and look
for the Application form. Information provided includes:
 Contact information
 Length of residency
 Which board you are applying for (separate application for each Board)
 Statement of interest
 List of Community activities, professional organizations, boards or other activities that will
assist you in the role
 Reference
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Upcoming Classes at The Morton Aroboretum
Want to learn more about understanding and caring for those big,
woody things on parkways and in our yards? Here are some classes
being offered this Winter by The Morton Arboretum
Deciduous Trees in Winter
Five Sundays, January 17 to February 14, 2016, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00
p.m.
Learn to identify trees without their leaves with instructor Jack Shouba.
Explore the winter identification of trees at the Arboretum and develop the skills to identify trees on
your own using clues found in buds, fruits, leaf scars, bark, and branching patterns of winter trees.
Different trees will be covered in each class; sign up for each day a la carte or take all five sessions for
a complete introduction to winter trees. See website for session descriptions by date and registration
information. Learn more.
Intro to Botany
Five Tuesdays, January 19 to February 16, 2016, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
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Explore the world of plants by learning how leaves, flowers, fruit, seeds, and roots relate to water,
light, nutrients, and reproduction. Investigate the biology of plants through discussion of plant structure
and function and hands-on observations in the lab. Learn more.
Winter Pruning
January 22, 2016, or February 20, 2016, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Practice correct pruning techniques and learn which plants to prune now, and more importantly, which
to prune later. Learn more.
Winter Landscape: Trees
Saturday, January 23, 2016, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or Saturday, January 30, 2016, 9:00 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Learn to identify common trees that are highlights of the winter landscape. Learn about the
characteristics, growth requirements and uses of these trees, and explore how they add interest and
structure to your garden and community. Different trees will be covered in each section. Learn more.

Illinois 2016 First Detector Invasive Pest Workshops
Early detection and response is key in managing invasive pests. These workshops are aimed at
improving first detector training and invasive
species awareness. The workshops will cover
current
and
emerging
invasive
plants,
pathogens, and insects, along with updates on
previous workshop topics.
Also included are identification/detection; cycle/biology; hosts; sampling; management; commonly
confused lookalikes; and regulation. The target audience includes certified arborists, tree care
professionals, Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, forestry and natural resource professionals,
conservationists, and others with an interest in invasive species.
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be available for ISA Certified Arborists, Continuing Forestry
Education Credits, Master Gardeners, and Master Naturalists.
Workshops will be held at the following Illinois locations:








Jan. 28, 2016, Waterloo. Register and information: 618-939-3434
Feb. 2, 2016, Joliet. Register and information: 815-727-9296
Feb. 3, 2016, Champaign. Register and information: 217-333-7672
Feb. 9, 2016, Effingham. Register and information: 217-247-7773
Feb. 17, 2016, Grayslake. Register and information: 847-223-8627 Feb. 18, 2016, Freeport.
Register and information: 815-235-4125
Feb. 23, 2016, Quincy. Register and information: 217-322-3381
Feb. 24, 2016, Springfield. Register and information: 217-782-4617

A $40 non-refundable registration fee covers instruction, on-site lunch, and training materials. Space is
limited.
Additionally, The Morton Arboretum has offered to set up a free training event where interested parties
can learn about monitoring and reporting invasive plants that are new to our region and threaten our
natural areas. Trainers will cover how participants can get involved in monitoring, how to report a new
population on the New Invaders Watch Program website (www.NewInvaders.org), and how this early
detection program results in control.
Contact Tricia Bethke, Illinois Forest Pest Outreach Coordinator, tbethke@mortonarb.org or 630-7197953 for more information
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DuPage Environmental Summit Brings Conservation to the
Community
Community leaders, conservation groups, and anyone interested in learning how to get
more involved in conservation activities in their community are invited to attend The
Conservation Foundation’s 2016 DuPage Environmental Summit on Thursday, Jan. 21,
2016 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the Naperville campus of Northern Illinois University.
The Pizzo Group, DuPage County, and Companions’ Fund of the DuPage Foundation
are sponsors of this free event. Exhibits by local businesses and conservation
organizations are featured, focusing on ways to engage local units of government and citizens to have
a greater impact on where they live.
Research shows that people want to live and work in communities where they have clean water, clean
air, and lots of parks and open space to enjoy. Communities need to encourage local conservation
efforts and promote conservation as a core value to reach that goal.
Conservation is more meaningful when it happens where people live and work whether it’s planting a
butterfly garden at city hall by the local garden club, a group of families cleaning up the creek running
through their neighborhood, or a scout troop helping to restore a woodland at a local park.
Real examples of successful activities will be presented, including cleaning up local creeks, planting
community rain or butterfly gardens, organizing community rain barrel and water conservation events,
holding a native tree and plant sale, engaging local youth groups and schools in restoring a local
natural area or park, and educating neighborhoods on clean water and storm drains.
Reservations are requested for this free event and can be made through Eventbrite or by going to
theconservationfoundation.org under “Upcoming Events.”
The Summit will take place in The Ballroom, NIU Naperville Conference Center, 1120 E. Diehl Rd.,
Naperville, 60563.
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NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Through April 1, 2016, Holiday lights can be dropped off for recycling in the lobby of the Public
Works Service Center, 180 Fort Hill Drive, during normal business hours:
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. A drop-off box is also located in
the ground floor lunch room of the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle
St. Accepted lights include:
 mini-lights (Italian lights)
 C7
 C9
 rope
 LED
All colors and lengths, as well as extension cords, are accepted.
Live Christmas trees will be collected as part of the normal garbage
collection cycle during the first two full weeks in January. Trees must be free of all ornaments,
lights, tinsel, strands, plastic, or bagging material.
-0The Naperville Education Foundation (NEF) raises and grants funds for programs that enhance and
enrich the educational experience of Naperville School District 203 students. As the philanthropic arm
of District 203, its mission is to “encourage creativity, innovation and excellence in our students” and
our purpose is to support programs that fall outside of traditional public funding.
One such program, solely funded by community donations, is the Annual
Grant Awards. Grant applications may be initiated by students, faculty,
staff, parents and community members for District 203 projects.
Applications are then reviewed by evaluation teams made up of NEF
Trustees, District 203 faculty, staff and administration, community members
and District retirees.
NEF supports projects that correlate to District 203 curriculum including but not limited to the following
six areas: Literacy, Math/Science, Fine Arts, Health/Physical Development, Cultural Studies and
General.
The NEF Annual Grant Award Applications will be accepted from January 1, 2016 until February 1,
2016 by 4:00 pm. Applications should be submitted electronically to NEF at nef@naperville203.org.
Award decisions will be announced in April.
Grant application forms and instructions are available on our website at www.nef203.org or by
emailing nef@naperville203.org.
-0District 204 issued this reminder to parents of the ways it announces weather-related school closing
information. The announcement is made by 6 a.m. through the
following:
 Information is posted first by @ipsd204 on Twitter and at
www.ipsd.org
 Connect-ED phone call to parents/guardians
 Local television and radio stations
 Emergency Closing Center's website
They only announce when schools are closed. If schools are not closed, it is the responsibility of
parents to decide if conditions safely allow for their children to attend school. If children are kept home
due to weather conditions, parents must call the school to report the excused absence.
District 204 follows a plan whenever there is consideration of a school closing due to weather
conditions. You can read more about how the district makes the decision to close school at Winter
Weather Guidelines
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Need help with utility bills this winter? Various local organizations and units of government can
potentially provide assistance to those who need help. These include:
 Naperville CARES – (630) 369-0200, www.napervillecares.org
 DuPage County Liheap – (630) 407-6500, liheap@dupageco.org, www.dupageco.org
 Will County Liheap – (815) 722-0722, ext. 3, www.wcccc.net/liheap.asp
 Naperville, Lisle, Wheatland, DuPage, Milton and Winfield townships – contact information
can be found at www.naperville.il.us/townships.aspx. Townships can also refer individuals to
local religious and charitable organizations that pledge funds and provide support for local
residents in need.
-0KidsMatter is looking for student videographers. Full-time students in
grades 4-12 in Naperville School District 203 and Indian Prairie School
District 204 are invited to submit a 30-second to 2-minute long video
addressing internet safety for the Digital Footprint Project Video Contest. In
collaboration with NCUSD 203, IPSD 204, and the Naperville Police
Department, KidsMatter will showcase the winning videos at its "Hollywood
Premiere" event at the Naperville Municipal Center on February 23. They
will also be recognized by Mayor Chirico and the Naperville City Council,
and utilized for curricular purposes in Districts 203 and 204. Submissions
are due by January 20. Please click here for complete rules and submission
instructions. For more information visit www.kidsmatter2us.org.
-0The Conservation Foundation has received a four-star rating from Charity Navigator, a nonprofit corporation that evaluates U.S. charities for sound fiscal management and
commitment to accountability and transparency.
The four-star rating is the highest possible designated by Charity Navigator and
demonstrates to the public that The Conservation Foundation is worthy of a donor’s
trust.
The Conservation Foundation outperforms most other charities evaluated in America,
and received a score of 100 in the area of accountability and transparency.
-0The Naperville Police Department is partnering with AARP to offer a program entitled “Smart
Driver.” This classroom driver refresher course, designed for drivers
age 50 and older, has assisted millions of mature drivers to stay safe.
Topics include: Understanding the normal effects of aging on driving
and practical ways to compensate for those changes; driving strategies
for the mature driver; identifying the most common crash situations and
how to avoid them; and an update on the rules of the road, vehicle accessories, and local traffic
hazards. The objective of the course is to help participants drive safer and therefore keep their
licenses longer.
The classes will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 19 and Wednesday,
January 20 at the Naperville Police Department. Participants must attend both days. There is a $20
fee for the course ($15 for AARP members) payable the first day of class.
Register online or for further information or questions, please contact Crime Prevention Specialist Julie
Smith at (630) 420-8479 or visit www.aarp.org/home-garden/transportation/driver_safety.
-0DuPage County Stormwater Management reminds us that while rock salt is helpful during winter
weather, it is not our friend and should be used sparingly. According to a 2012 report from the
Illinois State Water Survey, chloride concentrations in Illinois waterways have been steadily increasing
since the 1960s. Much of the increase can be attributed to road salts that are used in the winter to
melt snow from sidewalks, driveways and roads. These chlorides never fully dissipate when
stormwater runoff carries road salt into storm drains and streams. Once in the water, there is no way
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to remove the chloride, which can become harmful for fish and plant life. It takes only one teaspoon of
road salt to permanently pollute five gallons of water.
Residential Best Management Practices
Residents can reduce use of road salt by utilizing best management practices for snow and ice
removal, including:
 Removing snow prior to applying a deicer.
 Using just enough deicer to reduce safety hazard.
 Sweeping up and properly storing road salt after a snow storm for reuse.
 Using alternative methods, such as a beet juice derivative, to minimize the formation of ice.
 Using a hand-held spreader to apply a consistent amount.
 Using less than 4 pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet (an average parking space is about 150
square feet). One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce coffee mug. Remember,
more salt does not mean more melting.
 Sharing your knowledge about the impacts chlorides have on our local waterways.
More information can be found at
http://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Water_Quality/1193/
-0District 204 needs judges for the 2016 District Science Fairs. Judges do not have to work in a
scientific field, but it is helpful if judges understand how a
Science Fair works. Having a degree in science isn't as
necessary as having an understanding of kids.
Judges are needed for the following dates and locations:
 Neuqua Valley High School For NVHS, Crone, Gregory
and Scullen Saturday, January 23, 2016, 8 to 11:30 am
 Metea Valley High School For MVHS, WVHS, Fischer, Granger, Hill and Still Saturday,
January 30, 2016, 8 to 11:30 am
If you are interested, please fill out the form on the district's website at Science Fair Judges.
Confirmation and more specific details will follow. Please share this information with others who may
be interested in judging. This event is co-sponsored by the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation.
-0The Hines VA Hospital Veterans Mobile Medical Unit will be at the Judd Kendall VFW Post, 908
Jackson Ave, from 9am to 2pm the first Tuesday of every month (including January 5) . According to
Naperville Township Veterans Advocate Mike
Barbour they are there to help Veterans get
signed up for VA healthcare and many other
services. A Veteran Service Officer will be there
to help file a claim and answer questions about
benefits and compensation. If you are signing
up for VA healthcare make sure you bring a
copy of your DD-214 or discharge papers as
well as last year’s income figures. Make sure
that you deduct all your medical expenses from
your gross income. Insurance premiums and all
medical items you purchased
-0The Naperville Police Department is offering
workshops for area scouts to promote safety,
provide education and insight into forensic and detective functions and assist with scouting
requirements dealing with law enforcement, including those needed for badge and rank advancement.
For area Cub Scouts, three workshops will be offered at Safety Town,1320 Aurora Ave., on Monday,
January 18, 2016. Topics for this Bear Scout "CSI: Cub Scouts Investigate" program include:
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Fingerprinting, Chromatography, Analysis of Unknown Powders, Making Shoe Imprints and Learning
How Animals are Used to Gather Evidence.
These hands-on workshops are taught by Crime Scene Technicians and Crime Prevention Specialists
from the Naperville Police Department. Registration is required, and space is limited! A Safety Town
patch is included in the registration fee. Questions can be sent to scouts@napervillejuniors.org. For
available times and to register, visit www.napervillejuniors.org.
-0In an effort to improve the allocation of alcohol beverage compliance resources, the State of Illinois
and the City of Naperville have recently joined forces to launch the Naperville Liquor Inspection
Pilot Program. Under the agreement, Naperville will carry out Standard Liquor Inspections for all
Naperville license holders on behalf of the State of Illinois. Utilizing existing State resources, the
Illinois Liquor Control Commission (ILCC) will provide financial assistance and training for designated
local officers.
Under the pilot program, the City of Naperville will conduct inspections for nearly 200 license holders
between the completion of training and June 30, 2016. Inspections include areas of local concern,
such as health/sanitation, license and insurance verifications, and deceptive practices. Under the
terms of the agreement, local officials are required to report their findings to the state commission,
which may result in further adjudicative action.
"By partnering with the City of Naperville on this pilot initiative, we are able to reallocate state
resources in a manner that better suits the interests of the local government and the people of the
State," said Connie Beard, ILCC Board Chair. "In the future, we anticipate entering into additional
partnerships to improve annual inspection coverage. This will afford the ILCC the ability to allocate
additional enforcement resources to target statewide concerns, such as illegal importation, trade
practice violations and sale of alcohol to
minors."
Naperville was chosen as the first pilot
city, in part, due to its culturally diverse
population of 145,000, its vibrant
downtown that also houses a college,
and its healthy infrastructure and
involved citizenry.
-0The
Expanding
Learning
Opportunities
Consortium
(eLo)
offers 14 online learning courses for
high school students during the
academic year and five courses during
the summer. eL0 is a partnership of
Indian Prairie District 204, Naperville
School District 203 and Wheaton School
District 200. The eLo program provides
students
with
quality
instruction
delivered online by innovative and
passionate teachers from the three
participating school districts. Since eLo's
launch in 2014, students have
completed more than 1,500 online
courses. Students may access their
course from anyplace at any time they
choose. To learn more about the
program, visit www.eloconsortium.org.
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Mark Your Calendar

Join the Naperville Newcomers and Neighbors Club for a welcome coffee on Monday,
January 4 at 11 a.m. at the Celebration! Community Life Center, 919 S. Washington St. Children are
welcome along with new and established residents looking to socialize and/or become involved in a
wide variety of activities. For more information, visit www.napervillenewcomersandneighborsclub.com.

Join the Naperville Community Garden Club on Monday, January 4 at 7 p.m. at Knox
Presbyterian Church, 1105 Catalpa Lane. The presentation will be "Intensive Gardening for the
Vegetable Gardener." Donna Hisson will discuss seed selection, maturity dates, staggering planting
and more. She will tell us how to get more vegetables in less space with less watering, less weeding
and less time. The meeting is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be provided. For
more information go to www.napervillecommunitygardeners.org.

Learn the answers to all of your questions about the Naperville Park District preschool
program from 6 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, January 7 at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center,
305 W. Jackson Ave. or from 6 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, January 14 at the Knoch Knolls Nature Center,
320 Knoch Knolls Road. For more information, visit www.napervilleparks.org.

Residents are invited to a Tuesday, January 12 open house to help the Naperville Park District
select equipment for planned 2016 renovations to Walnut Ridge Park, 2304 Keim Drive. The
meeting will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the Park District Planning and Development Office, 425 W.
Jackson Ave. For more information, visit www.napervilleparks.org.

The Naperville Area Homeowner’s Confederation January 16, 2016 meeting is our annual
opportunity to meet with and here from our area State Representatives and Senators. This is an
excellent opportunity to not only get Springfield insights, but also to get “face time” with the people
representing our area. Watch www.napervillehomeowners.com for more details.

ACM Property Management is sponsoring a seminar from 6 PM until 8 PM on Monday, January
18th on Crime Free Multi-Housing Program & Rental Policies at the Naperville 95th Street Library,
3015 Cedar Glade Drive in Naperville. The program goes over effective rental policies and
procedures, including screening of potential renters and property qualifications. A Crime Free MultiHousing Program is designed to keep illegal activities out of rental properties and units/homes. These
programs are designed to help landlords, owners, residents and managers of associations, where
there are rental units or homes, to keep drugs, gangs and other illegal activities off and out of their
properties. These solution-oriented, state-of-the-art programs are formulated to reduce crime in
residential properties and improve the quality of life in the neighborhood for all residents. Speakers will
include Patrick T. Costello of Keay & Costello, P.C., William Townsell of the Chicago Police
Department and Naperville Police Department Crime Prevention Specialist Julie Smith. For more
information and to register go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crime-free-multi-housing-program-andrental-policies-tickets-20060897685?aff=es2

Residents are invited to a Tuesday, January 19 open house to help the Naperville Park District
select equipment for planned 2016 renovations to Huntington Estates Park, located at 867
Rockbridge Drive. The meeting will be held from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the Park District Planning and
Development Office, 425 W. Jackson Ave. For more information, visit www.napervilleparks.org.

The Naperville Education Foundation (NEF) will host its annual fundraiser, Yuks for Youth,
featuring The Second City’s performance of “Hooking Up With The Second City,” on Jan 23, 2016,
from 7-10 p.m. The event will take place at Wentz Concert Hall of North Central College located at 171
E. Chicago Avenue, Naperville.
The performance will include a select group of School District 203 high school students chosen to take
part in a private workshop with The Second City cast on the afternoon of the performance and who will
participate in the actual show to the delight of ticket holders.
The laughter starts at 7 p.m. with light hors d’oeuvres, cash bar and 50/50 raffle. The performance of
“Hooking Up With The Second City” begins at 8 p.m. Tickets may be purchased online at
www.nef203.org for $55 a person. Tickets at the door will increase to $65. All proceeds underwrite
NEF programs benefiting School District 203 students. For more information call (630) 420-3086.
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Do We Have Your Updated Contact Information?
We are going to be reaching out to our members during the next couple of months as we send out
invoices for 2016 Confederation dues. If we don’t have email addresses for your Treasurer or your
Management Company, we won’t be able to send you an invoice. While this might seem like a good
deal for cash strapped associations, the Confederation works on an annual bare-bones budget that
requires contributions from our members if we are to stay solvent. We also need a healthy and active
membership roster to maintain community credibility.
If you believe the contact information for your association needs to be updated, please go to our
website, www.napervillehomeowners.com, download, and fill out an information sheet (member
application) on your association. There is a “hotlink” on our homepage to the Membership Application
document. This can also be used to send us a dues check if your association did not receive a dues
invoice. You can also send us an email at nahc-naperhomeowners@wowway.com and we will be
happy to send you an invoice and membership application.
You can also email us at NAHC-naperhomeowners@wowway.com and ask us to
add people to the newsletter mailing list. Our newsletter is downloaded more
than 800 times a month and we are always looking for more “eyeballs.”
Remember – the only way the Police, Fire Department, Park District, or even
local realtors can get information on Naperville area associations is to ask the Confederation. We get
inquiries regularly for this information, but don’t provide it except in response to a bona fide request.
For non-governmental units, we forward the request to your contact on file to handle as they see fit.
Worries about privacy should not be an issue when sharing information with the NAHC.
By the way, we are always looking for new members – if you or your association would like to become
part of the neighborhood solution by joining the Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, please
let us know. Our Board members are happy to attend one of your association’s meetings to talk about
the Confederation, and the roles we play within the greater Naperville area (our Presdient is already
booked for High Oaks’ annual meeting on April 5th!). Keep in mind, our mission is to make this a great
place to call home!

CAI News & Events
Attend the community association industry's most
comprehensive education and networking event; IL
Condo-HOA Conference & Expo’s "Innovation for a
Stronger Community" on February 26th & 27th, 2016 at the Donald E Stephens Convention Center in
Rosemont. This year’s CAI-IL Condo –
HOA Conference & Expo will offer
education sessions on legal updates,
innovative trends, hot topics, and
industry best practices, as well as
opportunities to share, learn, network,
and discuss challenges and solutions.
Attendee Registration Now Open! Click
here
for
Attendee
Information/Registration
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News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Naper Settlement, located at 523 S. Webster St., Naperville, is a nationally accredited, award-winning
outdoor museum set on 12 magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville, where history comes to play
and community comes to connect. The Naperville Heritage Society is the administrator of Naper
Settlement. With a commitment to the community and a focus to the future, the mission of the
Naperville Heritage Society is to collect, document, preserve and support the history of Naperville,
Illinois, past and present. For more information, visit napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
-0Naper Settlement’s Winter Season Hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.
Admission is $5.25 for adults, $4.75 for seniors 62+ and $4 for youth 4-12. Naperville residents are
free. The Visitor Center exhibits and exteriors of the buildings are available for touring. Call (630) 420 6010 or visit www.napersettlement.org.
-0January Events @ Naper Settlement
VOLUNTEER INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS - Resolve to get involved in the New Year and learn
more about volunteering at Naper Settlement. Teens in grades 8 to 12 and adults can volunteer as
History Connectors and work with our visitors at special hands-on activity stations, Settlement
Sundays, summer camp, Girl Scout programs and more. No costumes are required. Adults ages 18
and older can volunteer as Building Interpreters to tell the stories of the past and how they relate to the
present inside the historic museum buildings. Period clothing is an option, but is required for
blacksmith and schoolhouse interpreters. Training takes place throughout the winter to prepare for the
summer season, which begins April 1. For more information, visitwww.napersettlement.org/volunteer,
call (630) 305-5256 or e-mail nsvolunteer@naperville.il.us.
Attend one informational meeting, either 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 26 or 10 to 11:30 a.m. on
Saturday, January 30, in the Meeting House, 523 S. Webster St. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org/volunteer, call (630) 305-5256 or e-mail nsvolunteer@naperville.il.us
Bridal Showcase - Recently engaged and planning your special day? The Bridal Showcase is a great
opportunity for busy brides and grooms to plan their dream wedding from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8
and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Jan. 9, in the historic setting of the Pre-Emption House and Century
Memorial Chapel at Naper Settlement, 523 S. Webster St., Naperville. Enjoy one-on-one consultations
with the best in the bridal business including photographers, florists, DJs, musicians, bakers, caterers,
ministers and more. Admission is free. Visit www.napersettlement.org.
History Speaks Lecture Series: Bette Davis - Few actresses in the history of film rival Bette Davis's
longevity and appeal. This witty, sharp portrayal by actress and historian Leslie Goddard reveals Davis
not only as a riveting personality, but as the ultimate star in the Golden Age of Hollywood. This
presentation of the History Speaks Lecture Series will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10 at
Century Memorial Chapel, 523 S. Webster St., Naperville. Day of event tickets are $7 adults, $6 youth
(4-12), students and Settlement-6 members and above. Advance tickets save $1 each. Call (630) 4206010 or visitwww.napersettlement.org.
Naperville Plays! - Discover the wonder of play throughout history and cultures around the world
during Naperville Plays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16 at the DuPage Children’s Museum,
301 N. Washington St., Naperville. Visitors will triple their fun with the DuPage Children's Museum,
Naper Settlement and the Naperville Public Library. Naperville Plays will feature hands-on arts and
science exhibits, a live performance and an exclusive traveling exhibit featuring the children of
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Hangzhou. Admission is $11 adult and youth, $10 seniors 60+, Naper Settlement and DCM members
are free.
Super Scout Sunday – Breathe Leadership Journey - Increase your awareness about the issues
that impact Earth’s air during Super Scout Sunday – Breathe Leadership Journey that will be held from
1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17 at Naper Settlement, 523 S. Webster St., Naperville. Tour the Martin
Mitchell Mansion and then learn different relaxation techniques while making soap, bath salts and
scented candles. Enjoy tea as while exploring aromatherapy. This program is open to third year Junior
and Cadette Girl Scouts and earns the Aware Award and parts of the Alert Award of Breathe Journey
for Cadettes. Fee is $27 per Scout, $10 per adult; one adult per four Scouts maximum. Registration is
required, call (630) 420-6010.
Juniors on the Green Parent Informational Meetings - Calling all children entering grades 4 and 5
for the Juniors on the Green volunteer program. From April through October, the Juniors, dressed in
period clothing like overalls and dresses with petticoats, play typical games and do chores and
activities of the past. Parents must attend one informational meeting, either 7 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 28 or 1 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30 at Naper Settlement’s Meeting House, corner of Webster
Street and Porter Avenue, Naperville. Training will take place throughout the winter to prepare for the
summer season, which begins April 1. For more information, visit www.napersettlement.org/volunteer,
call (630) 305-5256 or e-mailnsvolunteer@naperville.il.us.
School’s Out Day Camp – Messy, Mad Science - Making a mess is generally frowned upon, but
during this School’s Out Day Camp – Messy, Mad Science from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Feb. 15 at
Naper Settlement, 523 S. Webster St., Naperville, kids in grades 1-5 can experiment with everything
from slime to silly putty to gaseous compounds of foaming, fizzing and bubbling explosions! Fee is $45
per camper per day. Enjoy discounted admission when you register for all three School’s Out Day
Camps: Feb. 15, March 4 and March 30. Registration is required; call (630) 420-6010.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org
-0Parents are invited to learn more about the Naperville Park District’s preschool programs at one of
two identical Preschool Information Nights. The first will take place from 6:00-7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
January 7 at Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center and the second will be held from 6:00-7:00
p.m. on Thursday, January 14 at Knoch Knolls Nature Center.
Preschool staff will be on hand to answer questions about the District’s two preschool programs for the
2016-2017 year, which are the Naperville Park District (NPD) Preschool Academy and Toadstools and
Pollywogs Preschool. The NPD Preschool Academy emphasizes creative play and hands-on
learning, combining elements from the 2015 Sunny Days and Little da Vinci programs. Toadstools and
Pollywogs teaches the same curriculum but with an emphasis on outdoor play and nature.
The 2016-2017 NPD Preschool Academy classes all will be located at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk
Community Center, while Toadstools and Pollywogs will remain at Seager Park and the Knoch Knolls
Nature Center.
Parents do not need to register for Preschool Information Night.
Registration forms for the 2016-2017 preschool programs must be submitted in person at one of the
following Park District locations:
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 Administration Building at 320 W. Jackson Ave.
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center at 305 W. Jackson Ave.
 95th Street Center at 2244 W. 95th St.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.
Registration for residents not already enrolled in the program begins January 25, 2016. Nonresident
registration begins February 1 for any remaining spots.
Children already enrolled in the 2015-2016 preschool programs and alumni families will receive priority
registration for the 2016-2017 year.
-0Naperville Park District’s sled hills and skating areas are open for the winter 2015-2016 season
when weather conditions allow.
Skating areas can open only after a period of extreme cold. Likewise, sled hills require a minimum
amount of snow in order to open. Weather and conditions permitting, the skating season continues
through February 15 and the sledding season runs through February 28.
The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at five locations. The following ice rinks will be lighted
and open until 10:00 p.m.:
 Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave.
 Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd.
 Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St.
The fourth and fifth rinks, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road and at Meadow Glens, located
at 1303 Muirhead Ave., are not lighted and close at dusk.
Hockey and broomball play is allowed only at the two boarded rinks at Centennial Park. A third rink at
Centennial Park is for free skating only. No pucks or sticks are allowed on free-skating areas.
Sled Hills are open when the ground is frozen with 2 or more inches of snow and when there is no
visible grass. Please note that wooden sleds, metal-runner sleds, skis, toboggans or
snowboards are not allowed on Naperville Park District sled hills. The District offers one location
exclusively for snowboarding: Weigand Riverfront Park at 2436 S. Washington St (no sleds are
allowed on this hill).
The following sled hills are located in community parks or neighborhood parks. They have no
concessions and close one hour after sunset, except Rotary Hill, which is lighted and open weekdays
until 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:00 p.m.
 Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Ave.
 Brook Crossings, 1015 95th St.
 Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Rd.
 Gartner Park, 524 W. Gartner Rd.
 May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Dr.
 Riverwalk Sled Hill at Rotary Hill, 441 Aurora Ave.
To check the status of skating, sledding and snowboarding areas, residents may access the District’s
Rainout Line in five different ways:
 Call the Rainout Line number at 630-883-4242
 Visit www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations or go to our website and click on the Weather
Cancellations & Closures tab
 Opt in to receive email updates
 Opt in to receive text updates
 Download the free smart phone app
The Naperville Park District’s sled hills and snowboarding hill are open whenever snow is at least two
inches deep with no visible grass. Additional details are available via a link on the Weather
Cancellations page at www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations.
If either Naperville Community Unit School District 203 or Indian Prairie School District 204 is closed
due to winter weather, Naperville Park District programs scheduled prior to 3:00 p.m. will be cancelled.
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For programs occurring after 3:00 p.m., please check http://www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations
after 2:00 p.m. for updated information.
-0The Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners voted to adopt the 2016 budget and
appropriation ordinance at their Dec. 15, 2015 meeting.
The Park District’s annual budget is based on organizational and departmental initiatives guided by
the District’s Strategic Plan and Master Plan. Homeowners will see property tax increases associated
with the budget that are in compliance with the caps associated with the State of Illinois Property Tax
Extension Limitation Law (PTELL) and additional levies necessary to comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and other legal mandates.
Major capital projects planned for 2016 include the completion and opening of the Fort Hill Activity
Center at 20 Fort Hill Drive, the first phase of construction of a central maintenance facility at Knoch
Park, the renovation of the Riverwalk Eatery and field improvements at Frontier Sports Complex.
“The 2016 budget reflects years of financial planning and preparation for the District’s largest capital
projects,” explained Executive Director Ray McGury. “The Activity Center will provide needed indoor
space for seniors, families, and those with special needs. The new maintenance facility will help our
parks staff maintain the fields, trails, and open spaces for the community to enjoy. “
“We continue to operate from a strong financial position and are pleased to be able to offer an
excellent value to the taxpayer,” said Director of Finance Sue Stanish. Earlier this year, Moody’s
Investor’s Service renewed the District’s Aaa bond rating, based on the District’s healthy reserve
levels, favorable debt profile, and conservative revenue assumptions.
A copy of the Budget is posted at http://www.napervilleparks.org/cafrbudgettreasurersreport
-0Each year the Naperville Park District partners with AARP to offer area seniors free income tax
preparation assistance at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center between February and April.
Persons interested in volunteering to help with this program are invited to investigate the AARP
Foundation’s Tax-Aide program that is co-sponsored by the Internal Revenue
Service. The Naperville Park District’s Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center
will serve as a tax assistance location in 2016 with appointments available on
Mondays and Wednesdays from early February through early April 2016.
Taxpayers need not be members of AARP to take advantage of the services
provided by the free program.
Volunteers become certified tax preparation counselors by studying IRS-prepared
materials, learning to use the computer-based e-filing system and attending classes during the third
week in January, 2016. They must pass open-book tests annually in order to be certified as Tax-Aide
preparers.
Please visit www.aarp.org/taxaide for more information on becoming a 2016 Tax-Aide volunteer and to
register for upcoming training classes. Those who need assistance navigating the website may call
Phoebe Bickhaus, AARP Coordinator for District 25, at 630-357-7355.
After completing the required information online, prospective volunteers will be contacted by a
representative from AARP who will provide details regarding the upcoming training class and will
answer questions regarding the program.

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are available 24 hours a day at
all buildings. Materials may also be renewed by calling
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630.961.0460. The Library Catalog, http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to download
or renew materials.
-0New Sunday hours in effect - Nichols and 95th Street libraries are open from 1 to 9 p.m. every
Sunday through May 22. Stop in to get lastminute projects, homework or reading time
in before the week begins. However, Naper
Blvd. Library will be open from 1 to 5 p.m.
every Sunday.
-0New
mobile
app to be
launched
in the new year - Naperville Public Library is launching a new and
improved mobile app that will enhance user experience with
convenient and engaging features, including access to a digital library
card. The new digital library card feature allows users to save a digital
copy of their library card on their mobile device after a one-time authentication. Customers no longer
need to stress if they forget their library card at home as the new digital library card can serve as their
card. As this new app will replace the library’s existing app, users will need to install the new app on
their mobile device by Jan. 31.
-0Coloring for adults increasing in popularity - Coloring isn’t just for kids anymore as more and more
adults are seeing the relaxing benefits of coloring to decompress. Naperville Public Library now
provides programs for adults to get together, drink tea, chat and color using a variety of printed
designs and various coloring media. The group will meet from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12 and
Jan. 26 at 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive.
-0Tech support offered for new holiday gadgets - Individuals who have questions about the new
technology they received during the holidays can ask the library's computer lab associates who will be
available for drop-in assistance during Holiday Tech Support Drop-In from 9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Jan. 16 at Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
-0Program to discuss Rebuilding of Warsaw in the Wake of the Holocaust - Bring a sack lunch to
the library's new lunchtime lecture series that meets on the third Thursday of the month. Adults can
talk over lunch at 12:30 p.m. and stay for an engaging lecture beginning at 1 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 21 at
95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive. This month, writer and preservationist Margaret Guzek
will be presenting Rising from the Ashes: The Rebuilding of Warsaw in the Wake of the Holocaust. By
1939, Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party were intent on razing Warsaw as part of the Pabst Plan to create
a future "German" town. By the time of Warsaw's liberation in January of 1945 from German
occupation, the Wermacht had destroyed 85% of the city. This presentation will discuss the events
leading up to the destruction of Warsaw and the Polish community's meticulous post-war
reconstruction. Program requires advanced registration.
-0Learn how to start a book club - As Naperville Public Library staff members have helped host many
book clubs, they know a thing or two about how to present a successful one. Those interested in
hosting a book club can learn how to select the right books, how to lead a discussion and how to
present a themed book club during a program from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26 at 95th Street Library,
3015 Cedar Glade Drive.
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We hope to see you on Saturday, January 16th at 8:00 AM (for
coffee and networking, meeting at 8:30) in Meeting Room B of
the Naperville Municipal center.
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information
Our next Newsletter will be sent out on or about February 1st
Thanks for reading!
Bob Fischer
President – NAHC

When You Find Us, Make sure to “Like” Us too!!!!!
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