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President’s Letter
Last month the Confederation hosted, for neighboring cities’ decision makers, a workshop about the
Emerald Ash Borer destruction of our ash tree population. Two significant aspects conveyed to our
guests were all cities have significant populations of ash trees (almost 16,000 on Naperville’s public
parkways alone) and the infection process is about to rapidly destroy these trees.
Usually within 7 to 8 years after infection the death process begins. This means our City Foresters,
who normally remove 400 trees of all species yearly, will instead see 4,000 dead ash trees requiring
removal. Without treatment that number could increase until the entire ash tree population is
abolished. To protect public safety there is an urgent need to remove these dead trees – they become
brittle, drop limbs and topple over! Communities will be unable to handle this dead tree problem and
what resources might be available will be scarce, at best.
The 10 workshop presentations addressed what can be done now to slow down tree dying by
chemically treating to stabilize, and even save, the urban ash forest. Our audience learned there is a
window during 2012 and 2013 where treated trees can survive. Treatment is costly, but compared to
approximately $1,000/tree cost to remove dead trees, the return on investment is obvious.
With this scientifically based preservation we can continue having tree canopy lined streets rather than
barren parkways. WHAT CAN WE DO? If you have ash trees on your property seek the advice of
arborists for means to treat them. We can do this as a community and we must do it now. The
alternative is taking pictures of tree lined streets this June to show our children so they will know what
beauty once was here. It is up to us to decide, as neighbors, what we want!
Thank goodness our great city of Naperville will continue treating as many trees as possible on the
public parkways. Congratulations to the Confederation for bringing our surrounding cities together to
save our urban forests.
Sincerely
Dr Bob Buckman
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
drbobbuckman@sbcglobal.net
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January Meeting Addresses Questions on HOA Board
Responsibilities
Our next general membership meeting will be Saturday, January 21st in lower level meeting rooms
B&C of the Naperville Municipal Center. We will have coffee and networking beginning at 8 AM with
the formal meeting kicking off at 8:30. We adjourn at 10 AM so everyone can get on with their day!
Home owner association Board members, when accepting their positions, also become subject ot
certain legal and fiduciary responsibilities. During our January meeting we will provide legal experts
able to answer questions on these responsibilities and point out areas that Board members need to
take under consideration while serving their neighborhood. We’ll also take some time to discuss
matters of interest within our member associations.
Please keep an eye on our website for updates on this meeting.
you on the 21st!

We are looking forward to seeing

Meeting Sponsors Needed
The Confederation is looking for sponsors for our upcoming meetings. If your company or
organization is interested in being a meeting sponsor and providing the “coffee &” at one of our
monthly meetings, please send the Confederation an email. Sponsoring one of our meetings is a
great way to get your message across to our very involved membership. We will acknowledge and
thank the sponsor in our newsletter, announcement emails, our website notices for the meeting, and
verbally during the meeting. Finally, a link to the sponsor’s website will be added to the meeting
summary posted following the meeting on the NAHC website. Details on meeting sponsor
expectations are at: http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/WebPage.asp?PN=TradeShow. Please
sign up so “the Bob’s” won’t have to make the coffee ☺
Planned future meeting topics where sponsors are welcome include:
• February: City of Naperville Budget Update
• April: City Council Off the Dais
• May: Confederation Annual Meeting
Watch future newsletters and www.napervillehomeowners.com for more information. Sign up to be a
sponsor now!

Zoning and Land Use Update
This report from Thom Higgins, the chair of the Confederation Zoning & Land Use
Committee, includes development and land use projects discussed at monthly NAHC
meetings with City Staff, of interest to Naperville area residents, and/or under consideration
by Plan Commission and Council. It also includes information obtained from other sources.
The Wednesday, January 4, 2012, Planning and Zoning Commission meeting has been canceled due
to a lack of agenda items.

New Projects:
Naperville Dodge, Ogden and Jackson: has indicated they will be submitting plans to the city
momentarily to construct a retail new and used car facility at their old site.
Edward Hospital: has submitted a Certificate of Need application to the Illinois Health Facilities and
Services Review Board to spend $63.7 million to add 60 beds on two new floors of their West Building
of the Washington St. facility.
The proposed project would result in 36 additional beds for orthopedic/spine patients and a physical
therapy gym on the third floor and 24 Intensive Care beds plus storage area on a fourth floor.
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If approved, Edward Hospital administrators foresee construction starting this spring and completing in
late 2013. As of this date the hospital has not submitted plans to the city for review. They are expected
to be submitted in January or February.
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20111214/news/712149784/
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/news/9440101-420/edward-hospital-proposes-two-flooraddition.html
Phoenix Restaurant, Design Pointe, Route 59: Was granted a parking space variance by City
Council at the 12-19th meeting after receiving approval from the Planning and Zoning Commission on
Dec 7th. After slipping into foreclosure in 2010 there is new ownership that is actively marking the
property. While the emphasis is still for the center to specialize in home décor and interior finishing it is
felt that a restaurant in the main buildings will help bring business to the center. As there is an
abundance of parking available in the development the restaurant operator requested a variance for
the number of stalls typically required for a restaurant.

Change of Ownership
The ownership of Main Street Promenade has purchased the property directly across Main St.
formerly known as Naper Main (adjacent to the Van Buren Parking Deck), which fell into bankruptcy
and is now a vacant lot. There have been some preliminary discussions with City Staff but no formal
plans have been submitted. Illustrations on the property indicate the new development would
resemble the existing Main Street Promenade façade.

Ongoing Proposals:
Panda Express 1125 E. Ogden (Staples out-lot): received approval for by City Council on Dec 19th
parking and setback variances.
Islamic Center of Naperville, 9931 S. 248th. Ave:
Annexation to Naperville was approved
unanimously by City Council on December 19th. Responding to concerns by the adjacent
subdivisions owners, the Petitioner was willing to accept specific requirements for buffering, parking
and landscaping to address the residents’ concerns, but in the end the City Council felt imposing
limitations as part of a simple annexation agreement, was not appropriate.
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/news/9542389-418/naperville-oks-annexing-islamic-centerproperty.html
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/news/9542389-418/naperville-oks-annexing-islamic-centerproperty.html

Ongoing Studies:
METRA Bus Depot Feasibility Study: The Naperville Metra Station Bus Depot and Commuter
Access Feasibility Study recommendations are scheduled to go before the Transportation Advisory
Board (TAB) for initial consideration at 8 a.m. Saturday, January 7, 2012, in City Council Chambers.
During the meeting, City staff will present an overview of the Feasibility Study, including the purpose,
scope, project approach, and staff recommendation, as detailed in the Transportation Advisory Board
agenda item. The public will have an opportunity to provide comments on the staff recommendation
during the Transportation Advisory Board meeting. Written comments are also being accepted. These
comments may be submitted via mail to the City of Naperville, Attn: Rory Fancler as follows:
400 S. Eagle Street
Naperville, IL 60540
Email: fanclerr@naperville.il.us
Fax: (630) 305-5986
At the conclusion of the January 7 TAB meeting, the Naperville Metra Station Bus Depot and
Commuter Access Feasibility Study will be continued to the March 3, 2012, meeting. Information will
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new interpretive center at Seager Park. This year the District plans to allocate the funds received
through this initiative to support its scholarship program which helps cover costs of recreation
programs for those in financial need.
The following Park District locations will be accepting lights for recycling:
• South Maintenance Facility, 3415 Book Road (Hours: Mon.-Fri., 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.)
• Central Shop (behind the Barn), 421 W. Martin Avenue (Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.)
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Avenue – Lower Level (Hours:
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.)
• Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd Street (Hours: Mon.-Sun., 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.).
Naperville residents can also bring their used holiday lights to the Department of Public Works
Recycling Drop-Off Center, located at 180 Fort Hill Drive. Residents may discard lights at the drop-off
center during its normal hours of operation on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. (Note – the Park District does not receive financial benefit from lights recycled with the City)

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
The League of Women Voters of Naperville would like to hear about your expectations of local
government and your hopes for the new method of district representation that Naperville will be
undertaking, come 2015. To accomplish this, they will be sponsoring focus groups in different parts of
the city, hoping to stimulate conversation among neighbors, foster discussion of the way our
government works, and bring to light concerns and issues that may not have been explored before.
They are asking for about 2 hours of your time, at a location convenient to you, on an
evening or Saturday daytime of your choice. Locations could be subdivision clubhouse
facilities or even residents’ homes, as they will bring the discussion to you.
Alternatively, a nearby public place can hold the session.
This is not advocacy for any position; it is not a precursor to any political campaign; it’s a chance to
listen to each other and sort out what’s important to us as a community. We hope to hold a number of
focus groups throughout 2011 and 2012, and will keep working notes of ideas shared by participants.
Names will be kept confidential unless participants themselves wish to discuss their own reactions.
The League’s hope is that you will find this opportunity kind of exciting, as a way to engage in civil civic
discourse with new people and to identify information and services you need to be a more informed
citizen.
To arrange a focus group in your area, call League president Jane Barnes at 630 820 0255, or use
their contact email on their website: www.lwvnaperville.org.
-0New Year is an excellent time to check the batteries in their home security systems,
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors and change them if necessary.
Non-working smoke alarms rob residents of the protective benefits home fire safety
devices were designed to provide. The most commonly cited cause of non-working
smoke alarms are worn or missing batteries. Changing smoke alarm batteries at least
once a year, testing those alarms monthly and reminding friends and family members to
do the same are some of the simplest, most effective ways to reduce fire-related deaths
and injuries. Additionally, the Naperville Fire Department recommends that smoke alarms as well as
carbon monoxide detectors in homes should be replaced every 10 years.
Residents should note that almost all security alarm systems have a rechargeable battery that powers
the system for a minimum of four hours in the event of a power outage. Wireless systems may contain
several batteries in the system's sensors as well as a backup system battery. Backup systems have a
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useful life of approximately three to five years, and system batteries should be checked annually or
after any storm-related false alarm by an alarm technician and replaced when needed.
By proactively checking security system batteries, residents can help reduce false alarms in the
community. On average, the Naperville Police Department responds to more than 3,000 false alarms
per year. When public safety agencies respond to false alarms and no evidence of criminal activity or
fire is found, this can divert personnel from actual emergencies and community policing activities.
-0The Naperville Police Department provides fingerprinting services to City
of Naperville residents for a variety of licensing, securities and adoption
processes. In order to make the process available to as many residents as
possible, the following change will be implemented on January 9, 2012. In
keeping with our 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday lobby
schedule, fingerprinting appointments will be available Monday through
Friday 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. by qualified lobby staff.
In order to reserve an appointment time, contact the records division at 630-420-6666. Appointments
are scheduled in 15-minute increments and cost $10 per card. Cards must be provided by the
applicant, and completed prior to the time of the appointment. Unscheduled walk-in request will not be
honored.
-0With winter here, Naperville’s Department of Public Works is prepared to
provide residents with safe, efficient and reliable winter operations. Their first
priority during any winter weather event is to ensure a safe roadway system for
the City’s motorists regardless of winter weather conditions or time of day.
During winter operations this year, residents can get regular updates about street
plowing via an interactive map available at www.naperville.il.us/snowremoval.aspx.
This map will show the progress of snow removal efforts throughout a winter storm.
When snow events occur, the City’s Snow Command Center will also provide, when possible,
information
to
residents
and
businesses
via
Winter
Operations
Updates
at
www.naperville.il.us/winteropsupdate.aspx.
Department of Public Works (DPW) employees begin plowing whenever two inches of snow have
accumulated on paved surfaces and snow is still falling. The City’s goal is to clear all streets within 12
to 14 hours after snowfall has ceased. Please note that heavy, wet snows may take longer to clear.
The City has established a priority plowing system so that main traffic routes and thoroughfares are
plowed first followed by residential side streets and cul-de-sacs. DPW staff will also monitor the
downtown and the train stations with City contractors providing de-icing and plowing services on all
sidewalks in that area, parking decks and parking lots.
Residents are asked to please assist DPW crews in their efforts by doing the following:
•
•
•
•

Residents should not park on the street during a winter snow event. Parked cars are an
obstacle to the snow plows. In addition, plowing around parked cars leaves large areas of
snow and ice on the roadway.
Property owners are responsible for plowing commercial parking lots, driveways and public
sidewalks adjoining their homes and businesses. Not keeping sidewalks clear is a City code
violation.
Shovel snow from driveways into the parkway and not into the street. This will help to avoid
creating dangerously slippery conditions for both motorists and pedestrians. Shoveling snow
into the street is a City code violation.
Shovel out fire hydrants that are in or around your property and around meters to aid utility
meter readers.
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•
•
•

Clear sidewalks of snow for the safety of pedestrians and children walking to school.
Uncover your mailbox for postal delivery and be sure your mailbox is installed properly. The
front edge of the mailbox or sub-frame must measure eight inches behind the back of the curb.
Help your neighbors. For many residents, age or medical conditions make it difficult to shovel
snow without risking health.

Each residence and business received received a winter operations brochure either digitally or by mail
with their Novembe utility bill. This document contained detailed information about the City’s snow and
ice control procedures. A link, along with more information, is available at
www.naperville.il.us/snowremoval.aspx.
-0The City of Naperville will once again offer its Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
training classes in February and March 2012. Residents are encouraged to take part in this program
and learn more about emergency preparedness in the community and how they can help Naperville
be ready in the event of an emergency.
The class series will take place from 6:45 to 10 p.m. on February 9, 16 and 23 and March 1, with the
final class taking place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 3. CERT offers basic disaster
response training skills in areas such as fire safety, light search and rescue, first aid, disaster medical
operations and team organization, among many others. Once participants complete the program, they
will be able to assist their neighborhoods or workplaces in cases of
emergency when professional first responders cannot immediately
make it to the scene.
Participants must be 18 years of age and either live or be employed
in the City of Naperville. Interested parties should download a
registration form and waiver from the City’s website at
www.naperville.il.us/cert.aspx and send it via mail to John Flannery,
Citizen Corps Council Liaison, Naperville Electric Service Center, 1392 Aurora Ave., Naperville, IL
60540; via fax to (630) 305-6203; or by e-mail to flanneryj@naperville.il.us. Space in the class is
available on a first-come, first-served basis.
For more information about CERT classes, visit www.naperville.il.us/cert.aspx. For more information
about CERT, visit www.napercert.org. For more information on the City of Naperville, visit
www.naperville.il.us. Sign up to receive the latest news on the City of Naperville’s projects and
initiatives via e-mail at www.naperville.il.us/enews.aspx.
-0Parking fines will increase in the City of Naperville beginning Monday, January 9, 2012. The
minimum fine for parking violations will become $50 with a compromise fine of $25 when
the citation is paid within 15 days from the date on which the citation is issued.
The previous fine was $30 with a compromise fine of $15. For fire lane parking
prohibition violations, the minimum fine will become $100 with a compromise fine of
$60 when the citation is paid within 15 days from the date on which that citation is
issued. The previous fine was $50 with a compromise fine of $30.
The fine increases will go into effect for all parking violations with the exception of disability (handicap)
parking violations, which will remain at $250. In addition, violations related to the Washington Street
parking bans during the morning hours of 6 to 8:30 a.m. and evening hours of 4 to 7 p.m. will remain
at $50. There is no compromise payment in these instances.
The last parking fine increase by the City Council was in November 1999. Parking citations issued
prior to the new fine structure will not be affected by this increase.
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On February 29, 2012 join Naperville Community Television, Channel 17 (NCTV17) as they kick off
their 25th Anniversary year with an Open House celebration at their studio, located at 127
Ambassador Drive, Suite 103 in Naperville. The community is invited to stop by between 5 – 8 PM.
Guests will have a unique opportunity to tour the station and talk with the reporters, producers and
staff who bring you community-focused programs such as news, sports and documentaries. At 6:30
PM, we will preview a new documentary on the history of NCTV17 from
1987 – 2012. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. There is no
charge, but guests are asked to RSVP to Kwebb@nctv17.com. Whether
you watch us on your TV or streaming live on the web, don’t miss this
chance to get better acquainted with your local TV station. For 25 years
we have been covering the events, people, places and perspectives that
are important to Naperville. To learn more, visit our web site at
nctv17.com.
NCTV17 Executive Director, Liz Spencer, will join the Confederation at
our February 18th meeting to provide more information on NCTV!
-0On Sunday, February 26, 2012, the Naperville North Booster Club will host its 12th annual
Seniors on Parade fashion show fundraiser at Bobak’s Signature Room in
Woodridge.
This fun and entertaining event features over 100 male and female student models
– each representing their extra-curricular clubs and sports teams. These “Show
Stopping Seniors” will walk the runway wearing a wide variety of fashions from local
independent retailers as well as national chains with outlets in Naperville.
Doors open at 11 AM for guests to preview the Raffle prizes while enjoying the wonderful sounds of
NNHS’s award winning Jazz Band. A sit down lunch begins at 12:15 PM with a performance by the
NNHS Show Choir. The fashion show will immediately follow at 1:30 PM.
Tickets are available for purchase through February 19. Early Bird tickets are priced at $35/person and
$25 for NNHS students and children under 12 if ordered by February 1. A portion of this ticket price is
tax deductible as all proceeds go directly to the NNHS Booster Club which is a 501(c)3 organization.
There are also opportunities available for the community to get involved and support this exciting
program through advertising sponsorships and/or raffle donations.
For more information, visit: www.nnhsboosters.org/Fashion_Show.html
-0The City of Naperville is continuing to accept entries from residents and any
other interested parties for its video contest to help highlight and promote
the benefits of the Naperville Smart Grid Initiative (NSGI). Entries are being
accepted through Wednesday, February, 1, 2012.
Videos received will help the City educate utility customers about the NSGI,
which gives customers more choices and options in how they manage their
energy use. Entrants will focus on one or all of the 4Es of the NSGI: Energy, Environment, Education
and Economy. These four key areas summarize the lasting, positive effects of the NSGI:
•
•
•

Energy: The NSGI allows customers to make smarter, more efficient choices about how they
use energy.
Environment: The NSGI is paving the way for a cleaner environment and the electric vehicle.
Education: The NSGI provides more choices and options for customers in how they manage
their energy. The NSGI will give Naperville-area students at all levels a practical tool to learn
about energy consumption and conservation and gain firsthand experience on emerging
technologies and future careers.
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•

Economy: The City's municipal utility already attracts businesses with its low rates and reliable
service. The NSGI provides customers with tools to potentially save money, and the project is
spurring job creation
locally as well as
nationally, helping grow
our local economy.

People of all ages and
abilities are encouraged
to submit a 30-second
video that addresses
one of the 4Es. Entrants
may complete up to four
videos, each up to 30
seconds in length that
addresses
the
4Es
separately. One video
per category will be
accepted from each
entrant. Entries may be
submitted digitally in
.wmv, .mov, .avi, .mpg
and .flv formats at
ftp.naperville.il.us/public/NSGI. Videos may also be submitted in DVD format via mail or in person to
Nadja Lalvani, Community Relations Manager, Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St.,
Naperville, IL 60540.
Entries are due by Wednesday, February 1, 2012, at 5 p.m. From February 8-20, 2012, members of
the public are invited to view and vote for their favorite videos at www.naperville.il.us/smartgrid.aspx.
Mayor A. George Pradel and City Council members will select a winning video in each category from
the top five videos in each group that receive the most online votes. Winners will be publicly
recognized at a future City Council meeting.
For more information on the Naperville Smart Grid Initiative and video contest, including complete
contest rules, visit www.naperville.il.us/smartgrid.aspx.

DuPage Environmental Summit To Focus on Small Scale
Renewable Energy
The ninth annual DuPage Environmental Summit will be held Wednesday, January 11th from 11:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Krasa Center at Benedictine University in Lisle, and is an exciting mix of
presentations by industry experts, professional exhibits, and networking opportunities. The Summit is
free of charge and open to the public. Advanced registration is requested.
Who Should Attend
If you are concerned about energy use and efficiency, clean air and climate change, or just want to
learn about how you can use small scale renewable energy systems and possibly save money,
this free afternoon of learning and networking is for you. Students, homeowners, businesses,
engineers, land use planners, elected officials and anyone concerned for our environment is welcome.
Since it's free, you can't afford not to attend!
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What's the Summit About?
This year's Summit will focus on small scale renewable energy systems. The United States currently
relies heavily on coal, oil, and natural gas for its energy. Fossil fuels are non-renewable, that is, they
draw on finite resources that will eventually dwindle, becoming too expensive or too environmentally
damaging to retrieve. In contrast, the many types of renewable energy resources-such as wind and
solar energy-are constantly replenished and will never run out. Summit presentations include:
Energy Efficiency
Solar and Photovoltaic Systems
Small Wind Systems
Geothermal Systems
Challenges for Local Implementation
Investment Payback and Financial Incentives
Local vendors and organizations involved with renewable energy and the
environment will be on hand in the exhibit area to provide additional information
on this important issue. For the full day's agenda,
visit www.theconservationfoundation.org
The Summit is sponsored by the DuPage Environmental Commission, The Conservation Foundation,
the DuPage Community Foundation, DuPage County, SCARCE, Naperville for Clean Energy and
Conservation, the Illinois Solar Energy Association, the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois and Benedictine
University.
Attendees to the "no waste, environmentally-friendly" event are asked to bring their own containers for
beverages and a reusable bag for Summit materials. Carpooling is also recommended. The
Conservation Foundation has donated a rain barrel which will be awarded via a raffle.
Registration Information
The event is free and open to the public, but registration is requested. For information, directions or to
register, please contact The Conservation Foundation at 630-428-4500, Ext. 10,
email cthompson@theconservationfoundation.org, or visit www.theconservationfoundation.org to
download and print a form to be faxed or mailed.

Citizen Corps Council Reminds Us to Put a Freeze on Winter
Fires
As we move into winter, and home fires begin to increase, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) and
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) are reminding individuals and communities
that fire safety awareness and efforts are especially important in the coming months. To support this
effort, the USFA and NFPA are sponsoring a special initiative - Put a Freeze on Winter Fires – to help
get the word out about home fire safety.
Each winter, an estimated 108,400 home
fires occur in the United States, resulting in
approximately 945 deaths and $1.7 billion in
property loss. Cooking is the leading cause
of winter home fires, and holiday decorations
and winter storms can cause people to turn
to alternative heating sources, such as
space heaters, which account for about one third of home heating fires and approximately 80 percent
of home heating fire deaths.
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Winter fires can be prevented! The following fire safety tips can help maintain a fire-safe home this
winter season:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stay in the kitchen when cooking something on top of the stove or when grilling or broiling
food.
Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from space heaters, woodstoves, etc.
Replace damaged electrical or extension cords.
Never use the oven or stovetop to heat a home; carbon monoxide gas can kill people and pets.
Don't leave a live Christmas tree up for longer than two weeks. Keep the tree stand filled with
water.
Avoid using lighted candles; try flameless candles instead.

For more information, visit the USFA Web site and the NFPA Web site.

NAHC Dues
It’s 2012 and the NAHC is still collecting annual membership dues for 2011!
Invoices were mailed last April, but many associations have yet to renew their
memberships.
This annual $30 assessment to our member associations covers the
administrative costs of our mission to:
- Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home;
- Create an awareness of residents' needs by developing and maintaining relationships with all levels
of government -national, state, city, counties, townships, and school and park districts;
- Support member associations with their organizational and program needs - facilitating an
interchange of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners associations;
- Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property;
- Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
Please return a 2011 Dues check for $30 (and maybe include 2012 at the same time) to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you did not receive an invoice, your Association is not currently a Confederation member, or if there
have been significant changes in your association’s contacts, download and complete the Membership
Application at: http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/NAHC/NewsDoc/NewsDoc7603.doc and send it
to us along with your dues.
Dues are our only income. They support meetings, issue and candidate forums, our website at
www.napervillehomeowners.com and the "legal requirements" needed to stay in operation and allow
us to serve our members. The Confederation is managed and staffed by volunteers, but there is still a
need for funds to “keep the lights on.”
Remember, the City and Park District, as well as realtors and potential residents, need to contact
homeowners associations and regularly come to the Confederation for assistance in identifying
appropriate HOA contacts. Due to past FOIA issues, we restrict access to our directory to prevent the
membership list from being used by third parties wanting to contact HOA’s for commercial or political
purposes. We take your privacy seriously and value our members!
If your association or Board would like to learn more about the NAHC, a Board member will be happy
to attend one of your meetings to update your community on what the NAHC can and does do for you.
Contact us at nahc-naperhomeowners@wowway.com to schedule a presentation!
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ACTHA News
ACTHA

Upcoming Events
Date: Sat., January 7th
Topic: Contracts
Location: Alsip Village Hall, 4500 W. 123rd St. in Alsip
Time: 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: Free to ACTHA members; Non-members: $20/person
Discussion: The legal & practical facets of project contracts including understanding the elements of
a contract, determining the specifications, reviewing bids and supervising the project.
Presenters: Paul Houillon of Connected Property Management and Scott Rosenlund of Fullett
Rosenlund Anderson PC
Note: This seminar requires a minimum of 15 pre-registered attendees to take place. To register,
email kevin@actha.org your name and association.
Date: Sat., January 14th
Topic: Collections, Bankruptcies & Foreclosures
Location: Rockford Public Library, 215 N. Wyman St. in Rockford
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Cost: Free to ACTHA members; Non-members: $20/person
Discussion: Increase in foreclosures and delinquencies, their impact on associations, what to do
when there is a foreclosure and strategies Boards may adopt in dealing with this issue.
Presenters: Marshall Dickler of Dickler, Kahn, Slowikowski & Zavell, Ltd. and Patricia Keating of
Exclusive Condominium Management
Note: This seminar requires a minimum of 15 pre-registered attendees to take place. To register,
email kevin@actha.org your name and association.
Date: Thursday, January 19th
*Webinar Topic: The Top Ten Financial Mistakes
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Cost: ACTHA members- $20; Non-members- $50
Discussion: What the association is doing that you shouldn't be doing, what the association is
not doing that you should be doing and how to implement a financial system to prevent mistakes in the
future.
Presenter: Mark Cantey of Mark Cantey Associates
Note: All webinars require pre-registration 24 hours prior to the event. To register, go to:
http://www.actha.org/pages/webinars/72.php.
Also...
Mark your calendar to stop by to see ACTHA at CAI-Illinois 30th Annual Convention and Trade Show
on Sat., February 4th at the Arlington Park Race Track, located at 2200 W. Euclid Ave. in Arlington
Heights! Here, we will be able to provide you with more information on our Spring Conference!
*All webinars REQUIRE pre-registration 24 hours before the start of the program. A second
registration form will be sent to confirm your attendance. You must register at the computer you will
be using at the webinar. To register, go to: http://www.actha.org/pages/webinars/72.php
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Dogs Needed for Animal-Assisted Therapy Program
Edward Hospital is seeking more dogs for its Animal-Assisted Therapy program. To be considered,
please visit www.edward.org/animalassistedtherapy and complete the online application.
Applicants will be contacted for pre-screening. Those who meet qualification requirements will be
scheduled for temperament testing, which will be held on Saturday, February 11 at Edward Hospital,
801 S. Washington St. in Naperville. Applications should be submitted at least two weeks before the
temperament testing date. Walk-ins cannot be accommodated.
Dogs and their handlers selected for the program must attend mandatory training at Edward on Friday,
March 16, 5 - 9 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday, March 17-18, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days. There is a
$30 fee for temperament testing and a $125 fee for the training sessions. If you have questions or
need additional information, call Wendy Yellin at (630) 814-7655.
To be considered, dogs must meet the following requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sit/down/stay/recall on command
Walk loosely on a leash without pulling
Get along well with other dogs
Perform these commands without treats
Like people
Not be overly vocal
Be at least one year of age
Current on all vaccinations
Free of skin problems

It is recommend applicants and their dogs have completed a
group obedience class in the past six months. To learn what is expected during temperament testing
and to practice the skills necessary to pass the test, please visit www.dogbuilders.com, select
“Therapy Dog Programs” and play the video, “Therapy Dog Skills for Hospitals.”
Edward’s Animal-Assisted Therapy program began in 2002 with 15 teams. Today, there are nearly
100 teams with 45 breeds represented. Teams have made nearly 130,000 patient visits since the
beginning of the program, which has been cited as a “Best Practice” by the Joint Commission, an
independent, not-for-profit organization that accredits and certifies more than 15,000 healthcare
companies and programs in the United States.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org and entering your e-mail address in
the box provided at the top of the center column.
-0Seager Park’s new interpretive center, recently completed in October, is ready to
host a series of new nature programs for all ages.
The interpretive center and new park amenities together with the large, wooded area at Seager Park
make it a fitting location for nature programs and all kinds of outdoor recreational and educational
activities. Beginning in January, the Naperville Park District is offering a variety of nature programs at
Seager Park and other locations for all ages.
Young children can learn about how animals survive our cold, Illinois winters, explore the winter
landscape, and even celebrate Groundhog Day by learning more about this special animal. A series of
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nature classes for elementary school kids will include outdoor experiences learning about snow,
raccoons, birds, maple trees, and more.
Adults and kids age 8 and up will be able to register for a snow shoe hike at Knoch Knolls Park.
Participants will gain a new appreciation for the winter habitat and its quiet beauty as well as getting
some great exercise.
Learning about nature can start at an early age. The District’s award-winning Toadstools and
Pollywogs nature preschool program, located both at Seager Park and Knoch Knolls Park,
incorporates outdoor play and lessons involving nature in each day’s plans.
-0Naperville Park District’s newly renovated Centennial Beach has won the Illinois Park and
Recreation Association’s Outstanding Facility and Park Award for its population division in 2011.
According to the award letter from the Illinois Park and Recreation Association, “The Outstanding
Facility and Park Award recognizes public agencies for their exceptional and unique achievements in
design and development.”
The Naperville Park District will receive an award plaque and will be recognized at the annual Illinois
Park and Recreation state conference in Chicago on January 27, 2012.
The award comes on the heels of a successful Centennial Beach improvement project, which began in
the fall of 2010 and was completed prior to the May 2011 opening—on time and under budget.
The 2010 – 2011 Centennial Beach Improvement Project included a new front entry plaza and patron
drop-off area, a new entrance to the bathhouse, family changing rooms, improved locker facilities,
deck-level restrooms and lockers, a new ADA platform lift, a new concessions building with an
expanded food menu, and new mechanical systems and infrastructure for the bathhouse.
-0The Park District recently completed extensive renovations in the south section of Knoch Park,
located at 812 S. West Street, between Martin Avenue and Osler Street. Improvements included ball
field renovations and a new playground, a restroom building, a picnic shelter, and a loop trail.
The project was supported, in part, by an Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development (OSLAD)
grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and by a grant from the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency through Section 319 (h) of the Clean Water Act.
The renovations were part of the Park District’s regular schedule of capital improvements and
maintenance with enhancements made possible by grant funding. One of the innovative, “green”
features of the project is the District’s first 10,000 gallon underground cistern, which will capture
rainwater from the site to use for irrigation of the ball fields. Funding for this addition was provided, in
part, by a Section 319 grant from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. The reduction in the
amount of rainwater leaving the site will result in reduced flooding of the DuPage River and improved
water quality in the river.
The playground is open and available for use this winter, weather permitting. The restroom will remain
closed until the spring of 2012.
The Naperville Park District plans to host a park re-opening celebration in the spring.
-0With the first dusting of snow and the promise of more to come, the Park District anticipates opening
several sled hills, a snowboarding hill and ice skating and hockey rinks once weather and snow
permit. The complete list of winter outdoor facilities and whether they are open can be found
atwww.napervilleparks.org.
It's important to note that these facilities are dependent upon snow and/or a period of extreme cold in
order to operate.
14
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at four locations. The following ice rinks are lighted and
open until 10:00 p.m.:
•
•
•

Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave.
Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd. –NEW Location for 2011
Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St.

The fourth rink, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road, is not lighted and closes at dusk.
Hockey play is allowed only at the two hockey rinks at Centennial Park. A third rink at Centennial Park
is for free skating only.
Newly opened this year, the rink at Nike Sports Complex permits broomball, with priority over open
skating on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Open skating has priority over broomball
at all other times.
Sled Hills are open when the ground is frozen with 2 or more inches of snow and when there is no
visible grass. Please note that wooden sleds, metal-runner sleds, skis, toboggans or snowboards are
not allowed on Naperville Park District sled hills. The District offers one location exclusively for
snowboarding: Weigand Riverfront Park at 2436 S. Washington St (no sleds are allowed on this hill).
The following sled hills are located in community parks or neighborhood parks. They have no
concessions and close one hour after sunset, except Rotary Hill, which is lighted and open weekdays
until 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:00 p.m.
• Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Ave.
• Brook Crossings, 1015 95th St.
• Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Rd.
• Gartner Park, 524 W. Gartner Rd.
• May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Dr.
• Riverwalk
Sled
Hill
at
Rotary
Hill,
441
Aurora
Ave.
For current information regarding conditions at these locations, please visit our home
page atwww.napervilleparks.org or call 630-848-5000.
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DuPage Children’s Museum News
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Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Get Free Help Figuring Out Your New Digital Device at the
Naperville Public Library - Santa’s secret is out – lots of
Naperville households got digital devices for the holidays! We’re talking Kindles, iPads, eReaders,
tablets and smart phones. Not sure how to set up your device to download free library books, music
and videos? The Naperville Public Library is here to help! You can get help right now by calling the
Library (630-961-4100). We’ll try to help you over the phone.
Would you prefer to bring your device in and get individual help? The first workshop is Tuesday, Jan.
10 at 6:30 p.m. in the Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave. Library staff members as well as
representatives from Best Buy will help you figure out your eReader, tablet, Kindle, iPad and other
devices. And if you’re thinking about buying a device with some of that holiday cash, Best Buy will
have tablets, eReaders and other electronic devices to try.
Wait, there’s more! The Library is also scheduling drop-in workshops and special classes just for
downloading and reading digital books or downloading and listening to digital audiobooks and music.
Sound like a lot of help? You bet! We want to make it easy for you to use your device so you can
read or listen to the thousands of free titles we have available. Not only are all these titles free there
are never any fines! Once the check-out time is over, the title can no longer be played.
So stop trying to make the device work and get reading. Take advantage of the help available at the
Naperville Public Library.
-0Naperville Public Library Honors Anderson Tien, KidsMatter Youth Service Award Winner
Last month when Anderson Tien’s name was called at the KidsMatter Youth Service award ceremony,
he couldn’t come forward. Instead, he was across town coordinating a National Honor Society event
at Naperville North High School. This week the high school senior eagerly stepped up when his name
was called at the Naperville Public Library’s Board meeting. The board honored Tien for his six
consecutive years and 116.5 hours of service to the Library. And Tien finally received his KidsMatter
Service award.
Tien is a long time volunteer for the Library’s Summer Reading Program. He never missed an
orientation and volunteered for the entire eight weeks of the summer program for each of the six
years. Anderson said he was drawn to volunteering at the Library because he truly believes in the
importance of education. Life-long literacy is such a big part of education, and volunteering at the
Library is just his way of trying to make an impact on the reading abilities of hundreds of children.
Coming back every year and seeing a child try a new book, watching children become excited about
the story they are reading, and ultimately, taking the knowledge they gain from reading and applying it
to their everyday lives, Anderson sees as very rewarding.
-0January Program Highlights from the Naperville Public Library
Year of the Dragon
Let’s celebrate the Chinese New Year! Learn what year you were born in the Chinese Zodiac and find
out about other Chinese traditions. Make a fortune, cookie that is, out of paper and your own dragon to
take home! Program times and locations for this program for children in grades K-3 are: Monday, Jan.
9, 4:00 p.m., Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd; Monday, Jan. 16, 11:15 a.m., Nichols
Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave. and Wednesday, Jan. 23, 4:30 p.m., 95th Street Library.
Demystifying Federal Job Applications with Becky Brillon, M.S., H.R.M., C.P.R.W
Through this demonstration session, you’ll learn how to decipher the language in federal job
announcements, write your resume according to the detail needed to qualify for positions in the federal
sector, and demystify the rating and grade process. You’ll also learn about current challenges in
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seeking federal employment, including recent freezes and cuts. The session will be held Wednesday,
Jan. 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave. In case of inclement weather, this
program will be rescheduled on Wednesday, January 18, at the same time and location. This program
is funded by Library gifts and donations.
Tea Ceremony & A Taste Of Chinese Culture with Shen Yun Show Chicago
Chinese culture is as vast as it is interesting and there are so many rich customs and traditions that it’s
hard to learn about them all! Now you can find out the “best” of Chinese culture in one program on
Thursday, Jan. 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the 95th Street Library! Experience a tea ceremony, enjoy tea treats,
watch slides that show highlights of Chinese history and listen to an introduction of Shen Yun
Performing Arts---Classic Chinese Dance and Music.
“Teen Flick Picks” Movie Series
“Home Alone” (PG) kicks off the brand new Teen Flick Picks Movie Series. You voted for them, so
here they are! On Thursday, Jan. 5 at 4:30 p.m.at Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd. enjoy
some treats and watch big screen movies chosen by Naperville teens! Even if there’s no snow on the
ground, come join us for one last hurrah before vacation ends as we watch this holiday classic and
enjoy some hot cocoa treats!Music

News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Discover Naperville’s history through engaging and unique experiences at Naper Settlement,
Chicagoland’s outdoor history museum, located in the heart of Naperville. Explore historic homes and
businesses throughout the 12-acre site where you’ll understand the past and how it connects to the
present. Preservation is a key component of the museum’s mission and Naper Settlement has a
reference library and archival collection. Naper Settlement offers special events, such as Civil War
Days and All Hallows Eve, programs, classes, camps, architectural walks, group tours and school
programs, and rental opportunities for meetings, weddings, parties and other social occasions. For
more information visit: www.napersettlement.museum or call (630) 420-6010.
Naper Settlement receives grant from The DuPage Community Foundation
Naper Settlement was one of 31 not-for-profit organizations in DuPage County to receive a grant from
the 2011 Fall Discretionary Grant Cycle of The DuPage Community Foundation, based in Wheaton, Ill.
The $5,000 grant, awarded at a special distribution open house on Wednesday, Dec. 7 at the
Foundation offices, will help underwrite financial assistance to enable schools, which serve a high
percentage of low-income children, the opportunity to visit the outdoor history museum.
Winter Season
Naper Settlement’s Winter Season began Nov. 1. Hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday. Admission is $5.25 adults, $4.75 seniors and $4 youth 4-17. Enjoy a free audio tour as you
stroll through the village to see the beautifully restored exteriors of 30 historic structures. The PreEmption House Visitor Center and galleries are open, but the building interiors are closed
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Find Your Cause Volunteer Fair
Resolve to get involved in 2012. Our community needs your support year round. Meet representatives
from area not-for-profits and learn how you can help to make a difference at the “Find Your Cause”
Volunteer Fair to be held from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5 at Naper Settlement. Naper Settlement
is hosting the fair in partnership with Giving DuPage. For more information about volunteering, visit
www.napersettlement.museum or www.givingdupage.org.
Bridal Showcase
If you’re planning a wedding, you won’t want to miss this opportunity to meet with 40 local, quality
vendors at this up-close and personal showcase — one of the best in the western suburbs. The Bridal
Showcase will be held from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6 and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7
at Naper Settlement. Admission is free and includes food, beverages, cake tastings and tours of the
historic Century Memorial Chapel, the perfect setting for a wedding. For more information, call (630)
420-6010 or visit www.napersettlement.museum.
History Speaks Lecture Series – U.S. Grant – The Hero of Appomattox
Commemorate the Civil War Sesquicentennial during this first-person presentation, “U.S. Grant – The
Hero of Appomattox,” to be held from 4-5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 8. Actor and historian Terry Lynch
portrays General Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the Union army, who reveals how the Civil War
impacted the lives of all Americans. Advance tickets are $6 for adults, $5 for students, youth and
Naperville Heritage Society sustaining members; tickets at the door are $7 for adults, $6 for students
and youth. For tickets, call (630) 420-6010. Visit www.napersettlement.museum for more information.
Celebrated artist presents “The Civil War in General”
Commemorate the sesquicentennial of the Civil War (1861-1865) when celebrated artist and history
enthusiast Jim Weren presents, "The Civil War in General," from 7 to 8:15 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24 at
Naper Settlement’s Pre-Emption House Visitor Center. Using his illustrations as a centerpiece, Weren
provides an intriguing look at the unique and colorful group of men who commanded the battlefields of
the American Civil War. Admission is free. This program is made possible in part by a grant from the
Illinois Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Illinois General
Assembly.

Our next General Membership meeting is Saturday morning,
Jnauary 21st at 8:00AM (for coffee, meeting at 8:30) in Lower
Level Meeting Rooms B&C of the Naperville Municipal Center
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information
Our Next Newsletter will be sent out on or about February 1st
Bob Fischer
NAHC Newsletter Editor & Webmaster
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